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The Marvelous Signs of the Divine Growth
Genesis 1:1–13

Introduction:
Th e Pentateuch (Th e Five Books)

Almost all scholars agree that the Pentateuch was written, 
composed, and edited by Moses. Th ere may be some elements of the 
writing that deal with other things in Moses’ time, but in general, it 
is completed as the Pentateuch, which is now in our hands.

Th e Titles

Today, we have access to English translations of the Septuagint, 
which was a Greek translation of the Old Testament done by 72 scholars 
around 300 BC. It should be considered the most authoritative and 
accurate translation of the Hebrew Old Testament to Greek. Th ese 
scholars named the fi rst fi ve books, the Pentateuch, as—Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. However, in Moses’ 
Hebrew writing, these names were not denoted. Instead, either Moses 
or Hebrew scholars named these fi rst fi ve books according to the fi rst 
major words at the beginning of each book. So the sequence becomes:

1) “In beginning” (Genesis)

2) “Names” (Exodus)

3) “And He Called” (Leviticus)

4) “In the Wilderness” (Numbers)

5) Words (Deuteronomy)



4 We should see the wisdom of God with these fi ve beginnings. Th ey 
indicate how God works with His creation, with the human race, 
with His people, and most of all in application, with all Christians. 
Th ese fi ve books indicate the strong desire of God for us to have Him, 
to have value before Him, to grow in Him, and eventually to have 
rich substance and bountiful supply in our whole Christian life.

In our experience, a Christian fi rstly gets saved; that is “in 
beginning.” Th en, God names him as a son of God. Th en, God calls 
him to not live a common life, but a life to serve God according to 
what God has unveiled to him. However, as a Christian answers his 
call, he will fi nd that his life is in the wilderness. It is a life that can 
experience hunger and thirst, a life that is fi lled with spiritual battles, 
and a life that becomes extremely diffi  cult. However, there are the 

“words”—the word of life, the word of light, the word of vision, the 
word of encouragement, the word of strength, the word that causes us 
to lay hold of what God has unveiled to us, and the word that makes 
all these visions and revelations become our reality. Yes, these words 
are for us to have an extremely suffi  cient and overcoming journey!

“The Earth Became”

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The 
earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 
the waters.—Genesis 1:1–2

Alternate Translation:

In (the) beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. But 
the earth became without form and void, and the darkness was 
on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering and 
brooding over the face of the waters.



5Both historically and spiritually, something happened between 
verses 1 and 2. In (the) beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth. Th e Bible’s words, “in (the) beginning God created,” denote 
overall, absolute, defi nitely, all the creation created by the unique 
God Himself in all His wisdom and power. All of God’s creation 
must have, in a certain way, matched who God the Creator is. 

However, Lucifer, the top archangel among the three archangels, 
with all his glory, became ambitious and declared that he could be 
equal with God: “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,  son 
of the morning!... For you have said in your heart: I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit 
on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I 
will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most 
High” (Isaiah 14:12–14).

Lucifer, who eventually became Satan, the adversary and enemy 
of God, had no thought to overthrow or replace God, as he realized 
that such a thing was impossible. But, he desired to be equal with 
God. Th at thought and declaration caused him to become rebellious, 
and God’s judgment came in. Th is is why there is a big word at the 
beginning of Genesis 1:2: “BUT.”

All Christians have to be very careful. God could save us, draw 
us,  and develop us to be a vessel unto honor. However, unconsciously, 
we can inwardly exalt ourselves, thinking we are somebody and that 
we can be very much used by the Lord. We may consider ourselves a 
blessing to the saints, and we may think, based on what the Lord has 
given us, that we can become upholders of God’s testimony, either in 
a small scale (like a group of young people) or with ministry to bless 
many other Christians or churches. A little exultation in our heart 
with self-appreciation, self-satisfaction, or self-evaluation, can develop 
into self-exaltation. Alas, we become without form—outwardly 
unhealthy, and we become void—inwardly empty.



6 “Th e earth became”—such a critical statement. 

A striking statement.

An enlightening statement.

We were in God’s salvation, we were in God’s calling, we were 
beautiful in our time (Eccl. 3:11), but a little carelessness, a little 
looseness, a little self-entertainment, or a little thought to work for 
God, rather than to be worked on by God, will cause us to become 
extremely unhealthy—without form and void. 

God will have to come to rescue us, to save us, by giving us light.

Th is is not one time. With all Christians, especially with all Jesus 
lovers, this is a continuous cycle. Unconsciously, as we are zealously 
serving God day-by-day, spiritual things become common, serving 
becomes common, laboring becomes common, and even pursuing 
becomes unconsciously common. Th e end result is: “darkness was on 
the face of the deep.”

However, God has mercy!

A Proper Response: “I am willing!”

Th e Spirit of God was hovering and brooding over the face of 
the waters. What an amazing picture this short statement portrays! 
Wherever we are, the Spirit of God hovers and broods over us, just like 
a hen raising up her chicks. Eventually, Jesus declared, “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem...How often I wanted to gather your children together, as 
a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing!” 
(Matt. 23:37).

We have Christ in us. Our response to God’s brooding is much 



7easier than the Israelites who served in Jerusalem. However, we still 
have to learn to always answer to the Lord: “I am willing.”

The First Day

3  Then God said, “Let there be (Heb: hayah, “become”) light”; 
and there was light. 4 And God saw the light, that it was good; 
and God divided the light from the darkness.—Genesis 1:3–4

Alternate Translation:

And God said, “Let light become,” and light became. And God 
saw the light, that it was good, and God divided the light from 
the darkness.

“Let Light Become!”

“Let there be light” is the fi rst word spoken by God in the entire Bible. 
We were saved because God has spoken “Let there be light” to us (see 2 
Cor. 4:6). However, when we gradually become (Heb: hayah) without 
form and void (v. 2), God would come again, brooding over us, and He 
would say to us, “Let there be light,” or, “Let light become (hayah).”

Th is is in contrast to the “become” in verse 2. In verse 2, this 
“become” is discouraging. In verse 3, God comes, appears to us again, 
and says, “Let light become.” What a gospel this is! When we think we 
are doing well, God would come and speak to us, “Let light become!”

When spiritual things to us become habitual without Christ, 
religious actions without life, or responsibilities without burden, God 
would come and declare to us, “Let light become!” Th is is to restore 
our whole being again into a healthy state.



8 However, the way these verses present this is very diff erent from 
our thought. Th e verses continue by saying, “And God saw the light, 
that is was good; and God divided the light from the darkness.” God 
saw that the light was good (Heb: tob), meaning “beautiful, excellent, 
useful, and pleasing.” However, in experience, God cannot divide the 
light from the darkness unless we off er Him our cooperation.

To our understanding, when the light comes, the darkness must 
go. Yet the statement here is that the light came, and God saw it was 
good. Th is means that the light has operation within us. Yes, when 
the light comes, it is just a little inspirational light, maybe 5 watts. 
It is there, but it is dim, and there is no power to chase away the 
darkness. However, if we respond to the light properly, the light will 
become stronger and stronger, till the light can control our existence, 
our living, our service, eventually all of our being before the Lord. 
Th en the darkness will go away.

Th e increase of light becomes the decrease of darkness. Our Lord 
Jesus declared that He is the light of life (John 8:12) as He also boldly 
declared that Satan has nothing in Him (John 14:30). With Jesus, 
the light is good, and light and darkness are divided. With us, we are 
in the process of growing. Th e increase of light and the decrease of 
darkness should become a constant experience with us all.

5 God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So 
the evening and the morning were (Heb: hayah, “become”) the 
first day.—Genesis 1:5

Alternate Translation:

God called unto light—Day, and called unto darkness—Night, 
and evening became and morning became—first day (one day).



9Th is is a very inspiring verse to conclude the fi rst experience of 
revival. God divided the light and the darkness, however, He did not 
take away darkness. God called light “Day” and He called darkness 

“Night,” and evening and morning became—fi rst day. Th is should  be 
very inspirational. Th is is the fourth and fi fth time God has used the 
word “become” (Heb: hayah) in the fi rst few verses. 

First, the earth became without form and void.

Second, He said “Let light become,” and third, light became.

Now, evening became and morning became. 

Brothers, be very careful what you “become”!

Out of these fi ve times, only “Let light become” is in present tense, 
indicating that God is always the light. With us, we would have the 
experience of “evening became and morning became.” God called 
light “Day” and He called darkness “Night.” Yet to enjoy the light/
Day, we must pass through “evening became” and “morning became.” 
Th is is the fi rst day. It is also our lifelong experience. 

We should be joyful! When we have so much Christ, enjoy so much 
of the Lord’s presence, and walk with Him joyfully, even cheerfully, 
evening will “became” and morning will “became” for us to have an 
elevated experience of this very Christ.

Yes, every elevation in our experience always goes according to the 
principle of evening fi rst and then morning.

The Second Day

6 Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the 



10 waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.”  7  Thus 
God made (Heb: asah) the firmament, and divided the 
waters which  were  under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament; and it was so. 8 And God called 
the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the 
second day.—Genesis 1:6–8

Alternate Translation:

And God said “Let firmament (an expanded surface of air) 
become in the midst of waters, and let a dividing become from 
waters to waters. And God made the firmament and divided 
from the waters which under the firmament from the waters 
which above the firmament. And it became so. God called unto 
the firmament Heavens, and evening became and morning 
became—second day.

A Marvelous Expanse

Th e growth of a Jesus lover continues from light to the 
acknowledgment of what is Heaven and what are waters above and 
waters below. For this purpose, God provided a great fi rmament, a 
span of air that surrounded the whole globe.

Th is is a marvelous advancement! Most Christians are mixed, 
and therefore lose sight of God, of Christ, of the great salvation, of 
the eternal plan of God, and of God’s economy. In this stage (after 
the fi rst day), we have some light and we are away from darkness. 
However, we have yet to discern the blessing of God from God 
Himself, the leading of Christ from Christ Himself, and the sense of 
the rich enjoyment of Christ from only Christ. God comes in out of 
the experience of evening and morning and advances to bring us into 
a higher enjoyment and understanding of life.



11God provided a rich fi rmament; its span is so great, just like the 
air that covers the whole globe. Th is air is for our existence, and God 
brings us into the understanding that there are waters above and 
waters below.

Living in the Midst of Two Waters

According to our religious understanding, we would say we like 
the heavenly water and that we should forsake the water beneath, 
that is, the water both on and of the earth. Yet God’s doing is simply 
to asah the span for our existence. With this existence, we have 
both heavenly water and earthly water. Th ere is no judgment toward 
the earthly water like how God had displayed toward darkness (in 
saying the light was good). Th ere is a division on both days, but 
when light and darkness were divided, we could only choose one. 
Here, there is a dividing between above and under, but we live in 
the midst of them. 

Th is is to say that God desires to provide us with the rich heavenly 
waters, as Christ declared that He is the water of life and that whoever 
comes to Him will never thirst again (John 4:14, 6:35). But at the 
same time, God also asks us to breathe in the air (the expanse) while 
living on this earth. Healthy Jesus lovers must know how to properly 
enjoy the earthly water so they can partake of the heavenly water. 
Th en, with the heavenly water, their enjoyment of earthly water will 
be higher and higher.

Th ey enjoy God’s provision for human beings—they enjoy the 
sun and the moon, they enjoy the summer and the winter, they 
enjoy the trees and the vegetable life, they enjoy food and clothing, 
and they enjoy a proper lodging. However, all of this enjoyment is 
for them to have the ability to enjoy heavenly water, just as Paul 
declared in Athens that God is the Creator of the universe and all 
things in it (Acts 17:24) and that “He gives to all life, breath, and 



12 all things” (v. 25). Paul also declared in Lystra that God always gives 
grace, giving rain to us and years of harvest, that we may eat, drink, 
and our hearts would be full and joyful (14:17).

 From this, we can see that healthy Jesus lovers must know how to 
enjoy earthly blessings so that they can enjoy heavenly blessings. Th e 
richer heavenly blessings then lift them up to obtain an even higher 
enjoyment of earthly blessings. People who do not know how to enjoy 
heavenly waters will be very low and base.

Th is is marvelous. A Jesus lover can boldly declare: “Th e span I am 
in is so great. However, I do have heavenly waters with earthly waters 
for me to advance.”

No wonder God called the fi rmament “Heavens.”

The Third Day

9  Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry  land appear”; 
and it was so.  10  And God called the dry  land  Earth, and the 
gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good.

11  Th en God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, the 
herb that yields seed, and the fruit tree that yields (Heb: asah) fruit 
according to its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”; and it 
was so. 12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields 
seed according to its kind, and the tree  that yields (Heb: asah) 
fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 13 So the evening and the morning were the third 
day.—Genesis 1:9–13



13Alternate Translation:

Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry (land) be seen,” and it 
became so. And God called unto the dry (land)—Earth, and 
unto the gathering together of the waters, He called—Seas. And 
God saw that—good.

And God said, “Let the earth spring up grass, herb seeding 
seed, fruit tree bearing (asah) fruit according to its kind, fruit 
with its seed in it. And it became so. And the earth sprouted grass, 
herb seeding seed, according to its kind, tree bearing (asah) fruit 
whose seed in itself according to its kind.  And God saw that—
good. And evening became, and morning became—third day.

The Gathering of Waters for Dry (Land)

Th e experience of the second day is extremely marvelous. God 
has given us a great span as a fi eld for us to develop in. God has 
blessed us with waters above and waters under. For our growth and 
development, we live right in the midst of the heavenly and earthly 
blessings. However, when the third day comes, it begins with, “Let 
the waters be gathered together into one place.”

Th is is very striking. Any Jesus lover who hears this calling and 
commandment is extremely blessed. God lets us enjoy the earthly 
water, yet now, He stresses that the water has to come together into 
one place. Th is means we cannot just swim in the water, enjoying all 
aspects of earthly blessings. All the earthly blessings God has given 
to us—all the natural blessings and the blessings produced by the 
earth—should not take us over, even consume us, because of over-
enjoyment on our part. Th erefore, God commanded: “Let the waters 
come to one place...and let the dry (land) be seen.”



14 What does this mean? It could mean: “Simplify your living so that 
you, as a testimony, can be seen.”

Th e problem with many Christians is that they indulge in blessings 
the Lord may have given to them—their house, their automobile, 
their clothing, their furniture, their food, even what kind of meat 
they eat and what kind of vegetables they enjoy. All together, these 
become a fl ood of water. We can swim in it joyfully. We can have so 
much to boast of to many others. But the command of God is—“Let 
all of them come together into one place.”

Basically, this indicates that we must simplify our living. We 
cannot just waste our time on so many earthly things. A Jesus lover 
must know how to handle his daily life. He can live as every other 
person does according to God’s provision, but the manner of his 
living should be extremely simple.

“I should have whatever God provided man in this age. But my 
life is extremely simple—simple to the point that these things 
do not occupy me. My mind is related to Christ and set more 
on the things of Christ. My concern is the concern of Christ. 
My existence is for the purpose and economy of God. I like 
to live a simple life—so simple that I would have a lodging, a 
transportation, proper clothing, and proper enjoyment of the 
natural blessings, but my heart, my living, and my time belong 
to the Lord, so that the earth can be seen by others.”

It is only by this that you, the dry land, can be seen by others as 
the testimony of Christ.

Many Christians love Jesus. Few realize they should also be a 
piece of land. Remember in verse two, the earth became void as 
it was hidden under water? Now, the Lord purifi ed the water of 
judgment and has granted us waters as a blessing.  When the waters 



15come together in one place, the dry land appears, which God called 
“Earth” (v. 10).

Th is is marvelous. In the fi rst and second day, the Lord blessed man 
with light and water, water that is both heavenly and earthly. In the 
third day, God begins to lead us into the expression of His testimony.

Th e Earth Becoming Productive

A good Christian must be a piece of dry land in the world (waters). 
However, God’s desire advances. Th e earth must become productive. 
Firstly, the grass, then, the herb seeding seed, fi nally, fruit tree bearing 
fruit. Eventually, God even specifi cally modifi es some fruit trees so 
that the fruit is with seed in itself.

Th is is a marvelous picture of the church life regarding her 
existence, her life, and her expansion of life. 

Th e First Stage: Grass

Th e fi rst stage, we get saved. God says we are just as grass. Grass 
stresses neither stature nor beauty. It has seed, but its seed is almost 
like it is hidden. Grass mainly expands by and through its roots. If you 
have one blade of grass, grass of the same kind will eventually grow 
up surrounding that particular blade. Th is is a marvelous principle 
of the Christian life. We are saved, we have eternal life as seed in us, 
but we are only grass in the initial stage. God desires us to beget, to 
preach the gospel, to preach the good news.

Th e  principle here is very attractive. Every new one is a blade 
of grass. Every new one should be a gospel preacher. Th ey bear 
fruit according to who they are, and they bear fruit to those nearby, 



16 surrounding them—their family members, their school mates, their 
colleagues, their neighbors, and their close friends. 

When you are saved, you should have a normal change in your life. 
And people should see the change! It is so good to preach the gospel 
right after one is saved. Remember how Andrew came to Peter and 
how Philip found Nathanael (John 1)? Th ey were just grass. Th ey 
didn’t know how to preach Christ, but they could testify that they 
found Messiah.

Th is should be the top principle of the church life. Everyone should 
be a messenger of Christ, declaring the good news:

“I have Jesus! I am saved! I do not know how to preach the gospel 
clearly, but I can testify that I believe in Jesus! I have life, I have 
peace, and I have joy! I don’t know how to preach deeper things, 
but I can bring those I know to the brothers whom I know are 
comparatively older and more experienced.”

Our biggest problem is that when we were saved, we were told 
to come to the meetings, to read the Bible, and to join Christian 
activities. All these are good, but unconsciously, we thought, “Th is 
should be my Christian life,” and our primary commitment of gospel 
preaching was unconsciously taken away.

God desires us to be fi rstly simple grass. Our life is from God 
and we are able to spread through the root we have, that is, through 
the little Christ we have enjoyed. Yes, grass does have seed. But 
surprisingly, here, the Bible does not mention seed at all with the 
grass! Any church can have a church culture in the church life that 
any saints, including one just saved, are willing and able to spread the 
good news with a little Christ (root) they have.



17Th e Second Stage: Herb Seeding Seed

Th en, herb seeding seed. Herbs are usually vegetables. Th ey have a 
bigger stature, richer appearance, and somewhat stand out. Th ey are 

“herb seeding seed.”

Have you ever seen a healthy vegetable growing with seeds 
manifested? And now, these seeds can be used in your locality, they 
can be blown away to other land not so far away, or they may be carried 
by insects, birds, or little animals to other places even farther away. 
Th is is very meaningful. When we love the Lord for a short period of 
time, we would develop from a grass into an herb. Our reproduction 
will grow from mainly our root to our seed. Th e gospel can be spread 
by us not only just where we are, but also to nearby places.

How does the gospel spread fast and prevailingly? By saints who 
are healthy herbs!

When God commanded herbs to come out, He did not stress 
“according to its kind.” But it is very meaningful that when the herb 
grows up, the Bible says it “yields seed according to its kind” (v. 12).

Th e Th ird Stage: Fruit Tree Bearing Fruit

Th en, eventually, our growth brings us into a tree bearing fruit. 
And here, God says, “after its kind.” Th e church life needs grass—that 
is the principle for the prosperity of the church life. Th e church life 
needs herbs—that is to somewhat have the riches of life for the saints 
to be nourished and for the testimony to spread out. But most of all, 
when the church life is healthy, she should always have some fruit 
trees in her midst. Here, God says, “after its kind.” Do you realize in 
every local church, there should be diff erent kinds of fruit trees? Th is 
is just like what the apostle Paul portrayed in 1 Corinthians 12:7–12 



18 and Romans 12:6–8. In these verses, the apostle Paul stresses that 
many saints could have a specifi c function that is “after its kind.”

Th e church life should be a fruitful life. Not only can everyone 
beget, including those who are just saved, but all the brothers can 
eventually function and function in the principle of “after its kind.” 
Th is picture is so marvelous! You have grass, herbs, and all kinds of 
fruit trees. However, the fi nal words of verse 11 are that there is fruit 
with its seed in itself.

Th is must be a large seed, even as a “core.” Th is does not merely 
stress the spreading; rather, it stresses the reproduction. A healthy 
fruit tree not only should have fruit in view, but should even have 
cores in view. Th is is why Paul said in Ephesians 4 that God has given 

“some  to be  apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying (or, building up) of the body of Christ” (vv. 
11–12). Th e richest fruit trees, such as apostles or evangelists, should 
have a strong core to reproduce apostles or evangelists, or, at least 
people who do the work of an apostle and the work of an evangelist.

Conclusion

We do see the beautiful picture from the fi rst day to the third day, 
from being without form and void to becoming a fruit tree bearing 
fruit with a core inside for reproduction.

Th is progression also matches the coming three days:

On the fourth day, God made two great light-bearers, showing 
the advancement of light from the fi rst day to the fourth.

On the second day, there are waters above and below a great 



19expanse. Th is corresponds with the fi fth day, when there are 
fi sh swimming in the water (displaying a life that overcomes the 
dead sea) and birds fl ying in the expanse (indicating the rich 
enjoyment of a comparatively mature Christian with heavenly 
things).

Eventually, life comes out from the land on the third day, 
corresponding with the land on the sixth day fi lled with all 
kinds of beasts and with a special center—a man.

Praise the Lord! We need to grow from a core to become a man. 
Eventually, from reproduction to one who has dominion.

Th is is where God fi nally has His rest.




