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MESSAGE SEVEN: 

HOW TO GROW IN A HEALTHY MANNER 

IN OUR SERVING LIFE  

 
In the previous message we warned of three reasons a person’s 

spiritual life could have an unhealthy beginning. The first is to 

participate in spiritual things because of human concepts or 

needs. For instance, a father may get involved with a church 

because he feels the need for his children to attend Sunday 

school. The second is to participate in spiritual things because 

they fit us personally. Such a person feels more useful or 

fulfilled if they are involved in spiritual activities. The third is to 

participate in spiritual things because of zeal for things of the 

Lord. Many of us would feel encouraged to see a brother zealous 

in this way, but we should realize that zeal in itself cannot 

produce a healthy beginning. The Lord can use zeal, and the 

Lord can turn a brother who is zealous for Him back to life, but 

if a brother remains in mere zealousness he can become a real 

problem to the church life.  

 

Now we come to the second matter, that is, how to grow in a 

healthy manner in our serving life.  
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1. AVOID BECOMING INVOLVED 

WITH SPIRITUAL THINGS WITHOUT CHRIST 

 

First, avoid becoming involved with spiritual things rather than 

the living Christ. We are involved day in and day out with the 

church life, but often we do the spiritual things apart from the 

direct experience of Christ. It is very common for us to carry 

spiritual activities without being sure of the Lord’s presence or 

anointing. If this is your experience, you should know that 

something is seriously wrong, for you are carrying the church 

life in the way of religion. We should be determined not to do 

spiritual things without Christ.  

 

 
2. AVOID PURSUING SPIRITUAL 

KNOWLEDGE RATHER THAN TRUTH 

 

As we said previously, truth is God’s spoken word becoming a 

revelation and experience which is fresh to you and which 

becomes a leading, burden, and a charge in you. Often in the 

churches we talk about truth but are very interested in 

exchanging doctrine. Some of us pursue knowledge without 

having truth as our goal. If we do not have truth, it is sure that 

we do not have growth in life. If we do not have the feeling of 

Christ’s presence in things, it is still possible that we are 

growing, because our growth does not depend upon our feeling. 

But if we do not have truth, it is certain that we cannot have 

growth.  
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3. DON’T ENGAGE IN SPIRITUAL 

ACTIVITIES WITHOUT ORGANIC OPERATION 

 

We all do spiritual things. Our “doing” can be an activity or it 

can be an organic operation. On this matter we should see the 

following three comparisons:  

 

 

a. Loyalty Vs. Faithfulness  

 

How do you know that you are merely in the realm of activity? If 

you are doing something because of loyalty, then that is an 

activity. How do you know if you are in an organic operation? If 

you are acting out of faithfulness, then that is an organic 

operation. Loyalty and faithfulness appear outwardly very much 

the same. In fact, we would often consider loyalty as a virtue. 

We may have heard how Brother Lee once said to Watchman 

Nee, “I will continue to go the way of the Lord’s recovery even 

if some day you do not.” Brother Nee appreciated this. This was 

not a matter of loyalty. Brother Lee was, however, being 

extremely faithful to Brother Nee because of their shared 

commitment.  

 

Faithfulness comes from having the same vision and charge. If 

your spiritual activity is according to a vision or charge, that is 

very good. If your spiritual activity is according to activity itself, 

that is not good. For instance, you may see that the churches are 

practicing that everyone speak instead of one person minister. If 

you practice this because that is what you are supposed to do, 

then that is loyalty. We are not here to practice everyone 

speaking. We see a vision of how God builds up the Body 

through the prophesying of all the members. That is what we are 

practicing. If you practice according to this vision, it is a matter 

of faithfulness. It is very common for a brother to be loyal as if 

he is under some duty or command, but it is rare to find a brother 

operating faithfully in something because of a vision or a charge.  
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Loyalty has very little value, but we shouldn’t despise it. For a 

human being to be loyal indicates he has virtue. But if loyalty 

replaces faithfulness, a “party spirit” will enter into the church 

life. Too many brothers are loyal to a certain way or to a certain 

brother. This creates issues and parties. It is not loyalty that we 

need in the church life. We need faithfulness.  

 

 

b. Responsibility Vs. Commitment  

 

The same activity, such as preaching the gospel, can be a 

responsibility to one brother and a commitment to another. When 

something is a responsibility, then you can resign from it. When 

something is a commitment, then it is a part of you. Being a 

teacher involves responsibility. Being a father involves 

commitment. A teacher can quit or be fired. A father is a father 

whether he likes it or not, or whether he is a good father or not. 

Often when we are serving we serve out of responsibility. That 

indicates that our serving is an activity and not an organic 

operation.  

 

 

c. Ability Vs. Function  
 

Functioning is a matter of life. Often in the church life we do not 

emphasize a person’s function, but one’s ability. Ability is a 

matter of human capacity. When a person abides in his ability, 

and solely relies upon his ability, this can cause problems in the 

church life. This does not mean we should rule out ability, 

because ability is related to function. For example, when you 

function, you use your capacity plus some element of life. If you 

have no ability at all to speak, how can you function in 

speaking? But if you speak only because you have the ability to 

speak, that will not build up the church. There must be the 

element of life. The life element has to be mingled with your 

talent. When you operate in your capacity with some constitution 

of the divine element, you are functioning. This kind of 

functioning is vital to the church life.  
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When we evaluate brothers, we often esteem them according to 

their loyalty, responsibility and ability. But if there is a brother 

continually involved in spiritual things without Christ, without 

truth, and without organic operation, what will be the result? We 

should not try to judge whether others are functioning according 

to life, for we could be wrong. But we should apply these criteria 

to ourselves. “If I do spiritual things, it has to be with the living 

Christ. If I pursue, I must not be satisfied with slogans; I must 

come to revelations and the experience of the truth. As I operate, 

I must function out of the divine life, not merely out of my 

ability to do something.” In this way your growth will be 

guarded and healthy.  

 

Once you have a realization of these things, you will find that 

your real experience is jumping from one “line” to another, back 

and forth. In one instance you are very much in life, in the next 

you are out of life. Sometimes you serve out of loyalty, and other 

times you serve out of faithfulness. Sometimes you serve with 

responsibility, and other times you serve with commitment. 

Sometimes you serve only according to your ability, and other 

times you function organically by life. Don’t be overly bothered 

by this experience of going back and forth. But be attentive to 

what is of life and what is not of life. Then fight to be in life and 

to remain in the line of life. 
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