CONFRONTING CRISES
IN THE FULL-TIME SERVING LIFE

By Titus Chu

MESSAGE EIGHT:
HOW TO AVOID ARRIVING AT A STATURE
RATHER THAN AT SPIRITUAL MATURITY

Healthy growth in life should cause us to arrive at spiritual
maturity. In our spiritual growth we should begin healthily,
continue healthily, and arrive healthily. It is notable, however,
that many brothers arrive at a kind of stature in the church life
who may lack spiritual maturity. Even to serve full-time causes
you to possess a kind of stature. Once you tell saints that you are
full-time, you attain a kind of stature in their eyes. Be careful.
Don’t start wrong, grow wrong, and arrive wrong, so that
eventually you get a big name in the recovery without anything
real to back you up. Such a person can do a lot of damage in the
Lord’s recovery.

If saints are talking about you or lifting you up, will this not
invite Satan’s attack? If you do not have the maturity of life to
back up your stature, you will suffer. The longer you are in the
church life, however, the more stature is waiting for you. If you
are a person who is loyal, responsible and has ability, and yet
does not have life, you will become a problem to the church.

REALIZE THAT STATURE BELONGS TO THE WORLD

When others say, “Oh, you are brother so-and-so,” learn to
respond inwardly, “This is the world!” Usually, however, we
enjoy this kind of recognition. We don’t realize the price we are
going to pay because of it. Satan’s attack is waiting. Therefore
we need the Lord’s mercy not to enjoy others’ appreciation of us.
This kind of appreciation is of the world.
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KNOW THAT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE
FLESHLY OR SOULISH SEEK AFTER STATURE,
OR FOLLOW A PERSON WITH STATURE

Seeking after stature only shows that you are either fleshly or
soulish. Some desire stature because it will give them power, or
a free way in the recovery. This is fleshly and sinful. Some
desire stature just because they enjoy having a name, or they like
to be with someone who has a name. This is soulish. Either way
it is not healthy.

REALIZE THAT THE ENJOYMENT OF STATURE IS
AGAINST THE LORD AND AGAINST HIS INTEREST

You need to realize that the enjoyment of stature is against the
Lord and against the Lord’s interest. The Lord is not for stature.
He Himself always shunned it, and humanly speaking He never
sought for nor attained any kind of stature. The matter of stature
brings in all kinds of impurity.

HOW TO RECOGNIZE STATURE
1. Stature gives you a name and respect.

Don’t be happy when you acquire a name in the Lord’s recovery.
When people respect you, you invite the enemy’s attack.

2. Stature gives you power and influence.

The more spiritual knowledge you acquire and the more spiritual
activity you are involved in, the more likely it is that you will
acquire a name and garner respect among the saints. With this
name and respect you will find it possible to exercise some
power and influence. The more power you have in the church
life, the more you had better hide yourself. Don’t enjoy your
influence or flaunt it. This kind of flavor bothers people. It is not
the flavor of life. The church is not a bureaucracy.
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3. Stature means that you have
become experienced and built up seniority.

Once you have acquired experience and built up seniority, it
shows you have a certain stature. Then consider how much
easier it becomes for you to do damage to the church.

4. Stature gives you a position to lead.

If you come into position to lead, you truly can get yourself and
those you are leading into trouble. If a brother leading the saints
is in life, the saints are blessed. If a brother leading the saints
only has stature, and lacks maturity in life, then the saints are in
danger. Many leading brothers in the past even became
damaging ones because they were weak in truth and lacking in
life. In some churches the saints didn’t know what to do. They
were being led by brothers who had stature and position but who
did not really have the maturity in life. May the Lord have mercy
on us that we would be those who know life and can minister life
to others, so that we can grow properly in the church life and
become a blessing to the Body of Christ.
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