CONFRONTING CRISES
IN THE FULL-TIME SERVING LIFE

By Titus Chu

MESSAGE NINE:
THE THIRD MAJOR CRISIS—MANIFESTATION

The first major crisis we covered was the danger of developing a
deformed daily life. The second major crisis was the danger of
doing spiritual things without Christ. Now we come to the third
crisis, which is the possibility that our manifestation might
surpass the reality of our growth in life.

MANIFESTATION CAN SURPASS
THE REALITY OF OUR GROWTH IN LIFE

Those seeking the Lord and desiring to serve Him should
become manifested over time. However, there is a danger that
our manifestation might develop beyond the reality of our
growth in life. It is true that the more you grow, the more you are
manifested. It is also true that the more you are manifested, the
more you need to grow in order to handle that manifestation.
When a brother becomes manifested beyond his level of life, he
will be in an unhealthy situation. If that brother is pure, his
manifestation will invite the attack of the enemy. If he is not so
pure, his soul-life will seek to utilize that manifestation for its
own benefit.

It is easy for an elder to feel offended when others bypass him or
make a decision without his approval. He may feel that he has
not been treated properly as an elder. This may be due to the fact
that manifestation, rather than life, has become his capital in the
church life. This is a common sickness in the Lord’s recovery
because few realize that manifestation, if not handled properly,
will damage them and those they are with. In the case of a pure
brother, manifestation will invite attack. For one who is more
complicated, it will provide an avenue for the self to develop.
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Many of you have been going to various localities to hold
conferences. When you are in a locality, the elders usually treat
you in a special manner. That special treatment can cause you to
lose your ability to be a common brother. After this experience
you may feel it unseemly for you to give a two-minute testimony
anymore; it is now your place to give a fifteen-minute word of
introduction or conclusion in the meetings. Manifestation can
cause you to lose your ability to be a brother. While
manifestation is necessary, everyone should realize that it is a
serious matter and must be handled with a certain amount of
consideration.

MANIFESTATION IS POSITIVE AND NECESSARY

1. Itis God’s Pleasure and Desire to be Manifested.

It is God’s pleasure and desire that He be manifested. The goal
of the Lord’s existence on the earth was to manifest the Father.
The Lord Himself was manifested in His humanity, but His
manifestation went further than that. The man Jesus manifested
the Father’s glory. His manifesting of the Father was entirely a
matter of life, and not a matter of position.

2. Manifestation is Related to our Maturity in Life.

To be manifested is related to our maturity in life. In Romans 8,
the manifestation of the sons of God comes about through their
growth, and their growth comes about by their cooperation with
God’s work in their environment. We must see that God works
in our environment for the sake of our growth. God causes all
things to work together for our manifestation. The more we
receive God’s arrangement, the more we grow in life, and the
more we grow in life, the more we come into the manifestation
of our sonship. Manifestation is not related to seniority or ability.
It is related mainly to the growth in life. Manifestation in its
highest form is the display of life.
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If you desire to be manifested, then grow in life. If you desire to
grow in life, then learn to receive the things the Lord is
measuring to you in your environment. All situations should
work together to cause you to grow. M.E. Barber is an example
of someone who was able to receive so much growth and
maturity by her acceptance of the environments God arranged
for her. When her colleagues defamed her, she took it. Even after
she was recalled to England, she would not change her situation.
She did not complain or murmur because she realized it was
God, not man, who was working. Watchman Nee eventually
testified that as he visited Christian groups, he rarely found
others as spiritual as M.E. Barber. Yet her manifestation carried
with it no power or position. She was hidden in a little town in
China. She didn’t do a great work; in fact, outwardly she
appeared to chase more people away than she gained. Yet from
the perspective of life, she was very manifested.

3. Manifestation is Related to
Our Operation in Spirit for the Body.

Our manifestation is related to our operation in Spirit for the
Body. It should be again said that when the Bible speaks of
“manifestation,” the thought is not concerning position. The
Lord on the earth desired to manifest the Triune God. Now God
desires the manifestation of His sons in life. Manifestation is
with a view to the Body and in the sphere of the Spirit. Our
concept is that manifestation emphasizes the individual. God’s
thought is that any manifestation of an individual is for the Body.
Manifestation should come from the growth in life, and
manifestation in operation must be in Spirit and for the Body. If
you have this kind of understanding then you will not value
status. We often equate status with manifestation. If we are
known by others, we consider that to be manifestation. The Lord
is not aiming at making us known. The Lord is aiming at His
being made known, at His sons’ maturity in life, and at their
operation in Spirit and for the Body.
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In function, we should be in spirit and for the Body. The more
you are for the Body, the more your manifestation is healthy.
Oftentimes, however, we take advantage of our manifestation,
and that is where we get ourselves and others into trouble.

4. Manifestation is Related to the Truth
We Experience which Results in God’s Testimony.

Manifestation is related to the truth experienced by us which
results in God’s testimony. In Second Corinthians 4:2 Paul said
that he commended himself to the saints’ conscience through the
manifestation of the truth. Paul was saying that when he was
with the saints, he was manifesting the truth, and then out of this
manifestation of the truth, he was commending himself to their
conscience. What backed up Paul’s manifestation? The truth.
This is not according to our understanding. We may feel very
manifested, but the saints in their conscience may feel
differently. Conversely, we may feel our operation is of little
value, and yet the saints may feel that we are a definite profit to
the Body.

This manifestation is related to the truth we possess. Where does
this truth come from? How do we define truth in this portion of
the word? According to the context of this verse, it surely has to
do with our experience; it is not simply that we know Biblical
truths. There is a kind of reflection of light through our
beholding and reflecting Christ, and this light becomes the
reality of our truth, the commending element that produces an
effect in the saints’ conscience.
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By now you should have come to realize that manifestation is
dangerous if it should go beyond our level of life. But at the
same time you should realize that manifestation is very positive.
God desires to be manifested. He desires His sons to be
manifested, and is operating all things towards this end. We
should also realize that manifestation is not for us as individuals,
but rather it is something for the Body. Manifestation is related
to God’s economy. The Lord will be very happy about your
manifestation if it is according to this understanding. But if you
strive in the church for manifestation for your self, you will bring
damage to yourself and those you serve.
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