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MESSAGE ELEVEN:  

THE TEN IMPROPER MEANS OF MANIFESTATION  

 
 

We have covered the need to be watchful that our manifestation 

does no go beyond our growth in life. We also need to be 

watchful that our manifestation does not come through improper 

means. There are at least ten improper means of manifestation of 

which we should be aware.  

 

 
MANIFESTATION THROUGH THE STATUS 

OF A MANNER OF LIFE (“FULL-TIMER”) 

 

When we speak of “manifestation through status” we are not 

referring to social status. We are referring to our manner of life 

as those who are serving the Lord full-time. Of the ten kinds of 

improper manifestations, most of them can be either of a positive 

or negative value. When they are of positive value we should not 

condemn them. For instance, the elders may give you more 

opportunity to speak in the meetings, and may involve you in 

their fellowship. There is nothing wrong with this, but you 

should realize that this is only because of your manner of living, 

not because of a genuine manifestation. Your special treatment is 

not due to anything inherent in you. Giving a message, for 

example, does not equal genuine manifestation. The saints will 

never respect you just because you speak. It is the content of 

what you speak, the anointing with which you speak, the degree 

that the Lord is with you, and how much help the saints receive 

through your speaking that decides your manifestation.  
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The danger of this kind of manifestation is that you can forget 

that you are a brother. You may be asked as a full-time serving 

one to coordinate some practical matters with different local 

churches. You were only asked because other saints do not have 

the time to do it. But it makes you feel important. After a good 

visitation or conference you may get excited about your success, 

not realizing that your visitation or conference may have actually 

hurt you. Formerly you were able to be a brother in the church 

life, loving the Lord, making the meetings, sharing with the 

saints your experiences of Christ, and offering to the church. But 

after you give a conference or coordinate some matters among 

the churches, you may feel that others should regard you in a 

different light. You feel that you are operating at a more 

important level. But this is not because you have more life or 

truth; it is only because your manner of living has changed.  

 

The concept that you are more important than other saints will 

cheat you. If you don’t know how to handle this concept you 

might even begin to despise the saints. You see yourself as an 

important brother who is traveling to churches, preaching the 

gospel, and caring for people. You may feel you have done so 

much, although you haven’t really done anything compared to 

what you should have done. Again, real manifestation has 

nothing to do with how many things you coordinate, how many 

messages you give, how often you visit others, or how well you 

preach the gospel; it is based on who you are. Your manner of 

life can help who you are, but it will not decide who you are; the 

real thing comes through your own fighting, struggling, and 

pursuing. Being full-time will not make you spiritual. If you 

don’t endeavor in a proper way, being full-time could actually 

ruin you. Real manifestation comes to a person who has a 

commitment with an operation of the Spirit. Merely having the 

manner of life of a full-timer will not give you the real 

manifestation.  
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If your manifestation is due to the status of your manner of 

living, then that is very dangerous. Real manifestation does not 

come by what you do, but what you do it with. Giving a message 

is not manifestation. What you impart in that message is your 

manifestation. Visiting the saints is not manifestation. What you 

infuse and impart through your being with the saints - that is 

your manifestation.  

 

Suppose you are preparing an outline for a conference. Others 

may look at your outline and tell you they are impressed. 

Outwardly you may pretend to be humble, but in actuality you 

are ruined. After just a little praise you will be unable to remain 

just a brother. The next meeting you go to you will not function 

at all if you cannot be the leader. If you are allowed to be in the 

lead, then you will be very exercised. If you are not responsible 

for the meeting, you will just sit there. This is a sickness. 

Whenever you are manifested because of your manner of living, 

and your manifestation is not backed up with reality, you are 

going to suffer. You will lose your ability to be a proper brother 

in the church life. It will become easy for you to have problems 

with the saints, with the elders, and eventually with the work.  

 

 
MANIFESTATION BASED ON POSITION OR PLACE 

 

The second kind of improper manifestation is due to position or 

place. Whenever you are put in charge of something, it involves 

having a kind of position. People who feel that they are in a 

position of responsibility can lose their ability to fellowship. It is 

easier to just boss people around. In the world it is somewhat the 

same: if you want a manager to explain to you why he made a 

certain decision, he will not appreciate it; he won’t want to 

discuss it with you. As a full-time serving one who has been put 

in charge, you feel that you are in the driver’s seat, and you 

should be allowed to drive the car. On the one hand you don’t 

owe everyone explanations, but to explain is one thing and to 

fellowship is another.  
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When a brother brings up certain matters concerning something 

you are involved with, what is your reaction? If you feel 

manifested because of your position, then you can become 

closed off to others and will be unable to receive fellowship.  

 

If a certain manifestation is because of place, it becomes more 

dangerous. Suppose the Lord, in his arrangement, has placed you 

as the relative of a very manifested brother. Place can lead to 

manifestation. Because two brothers are in-laws, when they take 

care of the church they may protect and promote each other. 

Even one’s history in the Lord’s recovery can lead to a certain 

kind of manifestation. It is easy for you to enjoy these things, 

and it is easy for brothers to appreciate you because of them. 

This kind of manifestation, however, becomes a frustration, for it 

may cause you to lose your ability to fellowship with others.  

 

 
MANIFESTATION BASED ON SENIORITY 

 

The third kind of improper manifestation comes about because 

of seniority. You all have some seniority; many of you have been 

full-time for at least five years. The more seniority you have, the 

more you feel you should be known, or at least respected. 

Seniority tempts people, but it also gives people a chance to be 

more useful. The longer you labor, the more you produce. But 

after a few churches have been raised up or helped by you, you 

may begin to operate more according to seniority than life. This 

is when you can become opinionated. Damaging opinions never 

come from new ones. After a brother has been in the church life 

for a longer period of time, he has more opinions. Opinions 

produce criticism. It is easy to find fault with others in what they 

do. We may think we are exercising our judgment or making an 

observation, but in reality we are just being opinionated.  



Titus Chu                        Confronting Crises (11) 

 

 5 

What is the difference between an opinion and an observation? If 

you are able to give it up and let it go, it is an observation. If you 

hold on to it or insist upon it, it is an opinion. An observation is 

made for the sake of input, something for the Holy Spirit’s use. 

If the Holy Spirit doesn’t use it, there is no problem. If 

something is an opinion, however, you will defend it, and 

identify yourself with it.  

 

Seniority and opinion readily go together. When a person’s 

manifestation is merely according to seniority, and not according 

to life, that manifestation will lead to problems. Brothers with 

seniority should have a lot of life, so they should be manifested. 

If their life does not back up their seniority, however, they will 

become opinionated. Being opinionated places demands on 

others, because someone who is opinionated is inflexible. Being 

opinionated also fosters divisions, for someone who is 

opinionated seeks others to side with him. When opinions are 

present, true fellowship is gone.  

 

 
MANIFESTATION BASED ON LEADERSHIP ABILITY 

 

Some people are manifested because they are leaders. Leaders 

have the ability to put people in their right place, and to set 

priorities and goals. They know how to make the people under 

them both comfortable and busy. We all need to exercise 

leadership, because without leadership things won’t happen. 

Leaders possess foresight; they know where they are leading 

others. We should all have these virtues. Then those that you are 

leading will function according to their capacity. The real 

leadership is manifested when you are able to raise up others 

who really understand you. There should be three to six brothers 

who are with you, who know their proper place, and who know 

what is crucial. 
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If you are not a leader, all things are equal in importance. If you 

are a leader, you know which things need immediate attention, 

and which things you can put aside for a while. You should 

develop this ability to lead while you are still young. The danger 

is that a brother may have leadership without spiritual 

understanding. Leadership is necessary, but manifestation only 

based on leadership is not healthy. 

 

 
MANIFESTATION BASED ON 

SPEAKING ABILITY OR ELOQUENCE 

 

The fifth reason a person may become manifested is that he is 

eloquent. Any eloquent speaker will have a following. People in 

Christianity like to listen to able speakers. Often Christians may 

say, “Let’s go listen to the message,” instead of, “Let’s go to the 

meeting.” People have the concept that they go to church to 

listen, so they respect those who have the ability to speak.  

 

A brother who is properly manifested will always have a kind of 

restfulness in the matter of speaking. When he speaks he is not 

afraid, because he realizes he is just sharing what the Lord has 

given him. If anyone is manifested simply because of speaking 

ability, however, he will have a sense of competitiveness, and 

possibly even a willingness to attack and criticize others. This 

kind of manifestation can be the most damaging to the church. 

Even today some in the Lord’s recovery follow those who can 

speak well. The common sign of this kind of manifestation is the 

effort to maintain a following. Eventually a church can fall apart 

because of those who are manifested as speakers. Full-time 

serving ones who depend upon their speaking ability often don’t 

care what price they have to pay to keep their following.  



Titus Chu                        Confronting Crises (11) 

 

 7 

Eloquent speakers often produce factions, because they try to 

ensure their followers follow them alone. If you are manifested 

by your eloquence it is possible for you to be open to participate 

in any kind of evil, including undermining others for the sake of 

keeping your following. You will feel that you must hold on to 

your congregation. If, however, you raise up saints through a 

genuine ministry, you will not fear others’ influence upon those 

you care for. Rather, you will appreciate all those who produce a 

profit in those who hear.  

 
MANIFESTATION BASED ON KNOWLEDGE 

OF THE BIBLE AND SPIRITUAL BOOKS 

 

Another kind of improper manifestation comes with spiritual 

knowledge. A person might not be able to speak eloquently, but 

he knows a lot about the Bible. Anyone who really studies 

something will inevitably become an expert in that thing. It is 

possible for a person to have a natural interest in spiritual 

knowledge, and eventually become manifested. This kind of 

manifestation doesn’t greatly damage the Body unless this sort 

of person manages to influence the leaders. If the leaders are 

natural or don’t have much spiritual understanding, they may 

seek out such a brother or become influenced by him regarding 

some matter. Such a knowledgeable brother may not be 

outwardly manifested, but he may influence the direction of the 

church.  

 

Our following of the Lord depends upon how the Lord 

enlightens us. This enlightening has much to do with the 

defining of the truth. The chief apostles are those who are 

committed with defining the truth. This kind of exercise usually 

determines the direction of the church. Suppose there is someone 

who knows a lot about the Bible, and yet doesn’t have much 

spiritual understanding. Such knowledge by itself never builds 

up the church. We must help people according to what the Lord 

has committed us with. We are not here just to give messages on 

Biblical topics. We are here to bring those who are with us into 

spiritual reality.  
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Scholarly saints are different from eloquent speakers, because 

eloquent speakers are able to speak a lot about very little. 

Scholars, however, usually know a lot more than what they 

speak. Therefore they may not influence others so much, but if 

they do, it can become serious.  

 

 
MANIFESTATION BASED ON 

A KIND OF SPIRITUAL EXERCISE 

 

Some brothers or sisters might be manifested by a particular 

spiritual exercise. Today in the Lord’s recovery there doesn’t 

seem to be much danger of this, but if a saint possesses a certain 

spiritual ability, he could have an impact on the church. Some 

people do have the ability to dream prophetic dreams. Others 

have the ability to heal. Some have the ability to lay hands on 

you and afterwards you really do feel revived. People that have 

such abilities can gain followers. We might think that many who 

are healed this way are actually healed psychologically, but the 

person who does the healing may truly have some kind of faith 

or ability to perform it.  

 

If you have such an ability, it is better to tell the Lord that you 

desire the greater gift (1 Cor. 12:31). Don’t despise such an 

ability, but return it to the Lord. Otherwise that very thing could 

kill you spiritually. If you desire the filling of the Spirit, then 

simply confess your sins. That is in the line of life. Don’t desire 

the “outpouring of the Spirit” in order to do something 

miraculous. We don’t know quite how to handle that. We don’t 

deny that it is in the Bible, but we should not encourage each 

other to pursue it. We should focus on life.  
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MANIFESTATION BASED ON HUMAN DECENCY 

 

Some people are manifested because they just have a decent 

humanity. Sometimes people respect a person because he has 

come to a certain stage of maturity. He may have a wise, elderly 

appearance and a kind manner. As full-time serving ones we 

should do our best to present ourselves with a decent humanity. 

Too often we present ourselves in a sloppy manner. We don’t 

always need to dress formally, but we should at least dress 

decently.  

 

However, a decent humanity can be completely void of Christ. In 

the church life, many brothers come into a kind of operation 

because of their humanity. We shouldn’t despise this. Some 

leading ones and elders are very mature and decent. But if they 

only have a decent humanity as they lead the church, and do not 

have Christ to back up their humanity, then that is serious. The 

church is spiritual, and must be led spiritually.  

 

 
MANIFESTATION BASED ON SOCIAL STATUS 

 

If someone is rich or famous, they may have a kind of 

manifestation. Suppose you are a businessman who owns a 

successful company. You could provide the church with a 

meeting hall by a single donation. This garners you a kind of 

respect. Perhaps you have a name in the world. It is possible to 

be well-known in the world to the point that even the saints 

respect you. This is not a healthy manifestation. The social 

statuses of the world should be of no account in the church.  
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MANIFESTATION BASED ON 

THE ABILITY TO USE OTHERS 

 

The last improper manifestation is that based on the ability to use 

others. We should not imagine that this never happens among us. 

It is easy for us to think that we might have more of a future in 

the recovery if we are recognized by, or associated with, certain 

brothers. Some have gained notoriety by manipulating the young 

people, or by knowing how to be in the right place at the right 

time. Then some saints have left the recovery because they 

weren’t able to get what they wanted in this way. This is 

manifestation through impure means. This is the lowest of the 

ten improper reasons for manifestation, and we should reject it. 

May the Lord help us to have only a pure and healthy 

manifestation. May the Lord have mercy. 
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