
THE DIVINE AND MYSTICAL REALM 

IN COLOSSIANS: 

CHRIST, THE PERSON OF THE DIVINE 

MYSTICAL REALM 

 
By Titus Chu 

 
MESSAGE TWO: 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD,  

THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST,  

AND THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S ECONOMY (1) 

 

 

In this and the next message we desire to see that Christ is the 

mystery of God, the church is the mystery of Christ, and the 

mystery among the churches: the mystery of God’s economy. 

Part of this outline was originally molded around Hymn 824, 

which may use to help us get into this topic.  

 

 
I. THE STRUGGLE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL 

FOR THE SAINTS TO BE ROOTED AND BUILT UP 

IN CHRIST, THE PERSON OF 

THE DIVINE AND MYSTICAL REALM 

— COLOSSIANS 2:1, 7 

 

These mysteries become real to us through the operation and 

struggle of those who serve the Lord as stewards of this mystery. 

in the church life we need the apostles and servants of the Lord 

to struggle so that the saints can be rooted and built up in Christ 

as the Person of the divine mystical realm.  

 

To our thought, the church life is coming to the meeting on the 

Lord’s Day, and perhaps on Tuesday night for the prayer 

meeting. If we are exceptional saints, we also open our home 

Friday night for a home gathering, where we come together in 

love and enjoy one another’s cooking. Paul, however, said he 

was struggling and fighting on behalf of the saints, even for 

those he had never met personally, that they might be brought 
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into the full knowledge of Christ as the mystery of God. It was 

not a comfortable existence. He placed himself in the position of 

having to carry out the highest purpose among men. Usually it is 

young people who are struggling for something; older people 

just hope they can hold on until they reach retirement. Paul, 

however, was not such a person. He was struggling for the 

fulfillment of God’s economy; his fight was to bring the saints 

into what God desired. For him, there could be no ‘retirement’ 

until this goal was accomplished.  

 

 

A. Through their Hearts Being Comforted. 

— Colossians 2:2a 

 

The first step in his struggle to bring others to the full knowledge 

of Christ as the mystery of God was to comfort their hearts. We 

may have tried at times to fashion the truth into a bar with which 

we ‘help’ the saints. Paul instead first struggled to comfort the 

saints’ hearts. Instead of trying to teach the saints what to do, he 

sought to comfort their hearts. He did not present the saints with 

a fearful Christ. Instead, the Christ they saw in him became their 

comfort.  

 

Too often people have been scared off by the picture of Christ 

we portray. Sometimes people hear, “If you want a future, if you 

want a career, or if you want to get married you do not belong 

here, for we only care for Christ!” We need to learn instead to 

work with people according to where they are at. Invite them to 

dinner, answer what questions they may have, pray with them, 

and eventually teach them to live a life before God. in the church 

life, people should experience that their hearts are being 

comforted. Everyone we encounter should be able to testify that, 

in the church life, their heart is warmed.  

 

 

B. Through their Being Knit Together in Love. 

— Colossians 2:2b 
 

When the saints’ hearts are comforted, a knitting takes place. 
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This knitting together is in love, which love is the divine love. in 

the church life there may be many different kinds of people, but 

they are knit together in this love. The church life is not a place 

where those who are ‘impure’ must be purged out. It is not the 

place where only the most pure can be knit together, nor is it the 

place where only the young people are knit with other young 

people, and the scholarly ones are knit together with others who 

are also interested in study. in the church life there is a love that 

makes no sense to the world, causing so many different kinds of 

people from so many different kinds of backgrounds to be knit 

together.  

 

C. Unto all the Riches of 

the Full Assurance of Understanding. 

— Colossians 2:2c 
 

Our comforting and our being knit together in love is unto all the 

riches of the full assurance of understanding. Everyone who 

reads the Bible will gain some understanding, but the riches of 

the full assurance of understanding only come to us when we are 

being knit together with the saints. You may touch the Lord and 

become very clear concerning something in the Word, but it is 

when you are with the saints in this environment of knitting 

together in love out of comfort that you become so fully assured 

of it.  

 

Perhaps, for instance, you read the verse, “Go, disciple all the 

nations, and baptize them into the name of the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit.” You may feel, how could I have the reality 

of such a verse? It is when you are knit together with others that 

it can become real. At this summer’s ‘Mountain Top’ gospel 

event, many young people were brought together, and as the 

older ones watched, they were brought to Christ, and many were 

baptized. Had there been criticism instead of comforting, all the 

atmosphere of love would have been lost, and along with it, the 

knitting together needed for the full assurance of understanding. 

to be brought unto all the riches of the full assurance of 

understanding is to be brought unto the full knowledge of Christ 

as the mystery of God.  
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D. Unto the Full Knowledge of 

the Mystery of God, Christ 

— Colossians 2:2d 
 

How do you know you have arrived at the full knowledge of the 

mystery of God? It is when this mystery controls your living. 

Today many young people ‘arrive’ at the full knowledge of 

technological gadgets. They are occupied with the new cell 

phones, PDA’s, and computers. Personally, I do not understand 

that realm at all. The re are many, however, who have fallen in 

love with modern technology. They know all about the new 

things that are coming onto the market. in other words, they have 

‘the full knowledge’ of this realm. 

 

What, however, is the full knowledge of Christ? in our spiritual 

growth we may be at varying levels, but regardless the level you 

are at, you have to have the full knowledge of Christ. in other 

words, regardless how mature you are, you must be one who has 

fallen in love with Christ, who cares for nothing but Christ, and 

whose life is lived unto Christ. Your life is for nothing else. This 

what it means to be ‘unto the full knowledge of the mystery of 

God, Christ.’  

 

A mystery is something hidden until it is made known. I was 

once staying in someone’s home, reading in bed, when the young 

son came into my room and turned out the light. I put the book 

away, assuming he wanted me to stop reading, but he returned it 

to my hands and held a flashlight. It became clear then what was 

‘the mystery’: he wanted to hold the light for me so I could 

continue reading. The mystery, I came to realize, was that he 

wanted me to read by the flashlight held in his hand. Many 

times, when we see the outward situation, we do not realize what 

is the real hidden intention.  

 

You may tell God, “You are all-powerful, You are all-knowing, 

You are omnipresent, You formed me, You made the trees, You 

made the angels”… and to all this He would have to agree, but 

this kind of recognition is not what makes Him happy. What He 

desires is that you would discover what is really in His heart. 
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This hidden thing in His heart is His mystery, which is Christ. 

The mystery of God is Christ. Christ is what God really cares 

about. Christ is what He treasures as being all-valuable. Until 

you hit upon this, God can never be happy with your 

understanding. God doesn’t care whether you do this or that. 

What God cares about is what is in His heart, and what is in His 

heart is Christ. Christ, the mystery of God, is who we must be 

rooted and built up in. in the church life, we only care for Christ! 

the refore, in the church life, we should not set any other 

standard, make any other demands, or establish any regulations. 

Paul only struggled that the saints might become rooted and built 

up in this Christ.  

 
II. THE MYSTERY OF GOD — CHRIST,  

THE PERSON OF THE DIVINE MYSTICAL REALM (2:2) 

 
A. “No One Has Ever Seen God; the Only Begotten Son, 

Who is in the Bosom of the Father, 

He Has Declared Him.” 

— John 1:18 
 

B. Christ is the Image of God and became 

in the Likeness of Men. 

— Genesis 1:26; Colossians 1:15; Philippians 2:7 

 

When you see a son, you see the father also. The son declares the 

father, for the father has produced him. The one hidden within 

the father’s heart is the son, and the one who displays what is in 

the father is the son. Why is a son so precious to the father? 

Because the son is the mystery of the father, and he declares the 

father. If a certain brother were not here today, and we wanted to 

let someone know who he was, we could introduce his son to 

them. Then they would have an idea of what the father was like. 

Why is Christ so marvelous? He declares the Father to us. No 

one has ever seen God, but Christ, His Son, has declared Him, 

for He is the image of the invisible God. He is the mystery of 

God because He declares God. When we see Christ, we see God 

the Father, for Christ is His expression. This is the One who 

became in the likeness of men.  
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C. Christ is the Source of all God’s Work,  

the Center of God’s Will, the Constitution of 

 God’s Plan, the Realization of God’s Economy,  

And the Accomplishment of God’s Purpose. 

 
Christ is also the source of God’s work, the center of His will, 

the constitution of His plan, the One who is the realization of His 

economy, and the very accomplishment of God’s purpose. Christ 

is the One who is all these things. Being the source of God’s 

work, He is also the center of God’s will. When God’s will 

became known, it became His plan, which when carried out 

became His economy. Christ is the source of this work, the 

constitution of this plan, and the realization of this economy. 

Eventually, God’s economy accomplishes God’s purpose, and 

Christ is the accomplishment of this purpose as well. Christ is 

the source of all God’s work, the center of God’s will, the 

constitution of God’s plan, the realization of God’s economy, 

and the accomplishment of God’s purpose!  

 

 

D. Christ Has Been Processed to Bring God into Man. 

As a Perfect Man, through Death and Resurrection, 

He Has Brought Man Into God 

— Romans 1:3-4 

 

How did Christ accomplish what was in God’s heart? First, He 

did it by bringing God into man through incarnation. This was 

the first step of the process. Through Christ’s process, divinity 

was brought into humanity. The n He lived as a perfect man for 

thirty-three years. No fault could be found in Him. The n, as the 

second great part of this process, through death and resurrection 

He brought humanity into divinity. Through incarnation He 

brought God into man, and through resurrection He brought man 

into God. Isn’t this Christ marvelous? Would not God say, “The 

mystery of Me is just Him”?  
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E. Christ as the Complete God is the Spirit,  

the Consummation of the Processed Triune God and as the 

Life-Giving Spirit, the Realization of God’s Economy 

— 2 Corinthians 3:17; 1 Corinthians 15:45b 

 

The Lord Jesus, through this process became the Spirit, who is 

the consummation of the processed Triune God, and as the life-

giving Spirit, He is the realization of God’s economy. Before His 

resurrection, the Spirit was not yet (John 7:39). The Spirit and 

the life-giving Spirit are the same Person, but the term ‘life-

giving’ indicates a particular emphasis. When Christ as the Spirit 

comes to us, He is the Spirit, and He is the life-giving Spirit. A 

man may also be a doctor, am I right? Christ is the Spirit, and as 

a Spirit, He is also such a Physician to us. When we have any 

spiritual problem, He can be the life-giving Spirit to us.  

 

As the Spirit, He is the consummation of the processed Triune 

God, and as the life-giving Spirit, He is able to give life to us. 

Hallelujah! He is able to meet our need. Every time you touch 

Him, you are supplied and your need is met.  

 

We realize every person is different, just as every person who 

comes to a doctor has a different situation. A young brother may 

be concerned about how he might soften his father up so he 

might have a little more spare money. Another brother may be 

concerned about publishing the book on hymn writers he has 

been working on. and another brother, who is an elder, may ask 

the Lord for the church where he is, and for his job. to all these 

brothers the Lord would answer, “I will answer all your prayers 

by giving you Myself as the life-giving Spirit!” the Lord is not a 

department store. He supplies all the needs with only one piece 

of ‘merchandise,’ which is Himself as the Spirit. When you have 

Him as the Spirit, you find your need for spare money is 

satisfied; when you have Him as the Spirit, you find you do not 

even care whether your book is published or not; and when you 

have Him as the Spirit, you find you are empowered to serve the 

church, and the church through you is blessed. When you come 

with your situation to Christ, who is the life-giving Spirit, He 
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supplies you with Himself. This is how God accomplishes His 

economy.  

 

 

F. Through His Death On the Cross, Christ Terminated 

the Old Creation, and in His Resurrection, Christ Produced 

the New Creation, Which is His Body, the Church. 

— Romans 6:6; 1 Peter. 1:3; Galatians 6:14-16 
 

When Christ died on the cross, we died with Him. When He was 

on the cross, you and I were also on the cross. We were also 

terminated there. But when He resurrected, we were begotten by 

Him in His resurrection as a new creation. This did not only 

happen to us as individuals; it produced all of us together as the 

new man, expressed in so many localities.  

 

 

G. In Christ All the Treasures of Wisdom  

and Knowledge are Hidden. 

— Colossians 2:3 
 

When the Lord unveils something to us, that becomes wisdom, 

and when He shows us the way to carry it out, it becomes our 

knowledge. The Lord may say, Believe in Me. That is wisdom. 

The n to go back to Him with this requires knowledge. God tells 

you to be saved. That is wisdom. But to be saved unto Him 

requires knowledge. Wisdom and knowledge together complete 

the cycle for your salvation. Your entire Christian life goes on in 

this way.  

 

Everything you do that brings you further along in salvation is 

something of wisdom. For instance, when you come into the 

church life, that is wisdom. When you begin to love the Lord, 

that is wisdom. When you consecrate yourself to Him, that is 

also wisdom. The n, when you tell Him, “Lord, now my whole 

life will be for You and You alone,” that is the knowledge by 

which you come to God. Whatever God speaks to us is in Christ, 

and our reaction is also due to the operation of Christ.  
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H. In Christ Dwells 

All the Fullness of the Godhead Bodily. 

— Colossians 2:9 
 

God is Spirit (John 4:24), and as Spirit He is not seen by us. One 

day, however, this very God became a man. in this human being, 

Jesus, dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead. in Him dwells all 

the fullness of the Godhead bodily. We must worship Him. He is 

the One in whom humanity and divinity are fully mingled! Christ 

is so marvelous!  

 

I. Christ is the Head of All Rule and Authority. 

— Colossians 2:10 
 

Do not think any world ruler is so powerful. Do not even think 

that Satan is so powerful. Every ruler and every form of 

authority is under Christ. The President of the United States is 

under Christ. The mayor of your town is under Christ. Even 

Satan is under Christ. Whether good or evil, visible or invisible, 

all authority is under Christ.  

 

When we put all these points together, we should realize that 

Christ is marvelous. Should we not only care for Him? He is the 

very mystery of God, in whom we must be rooted and built up. 
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