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The Lord’s Word reveals that the mystery of God is Christ, and 

that this Christ also has a mystery. What is the mystery of 

Christ? the mystery of Christ is the church. This Christ, who 

embodies God as the divine and mystical realm, has been 

enlarged, and this enlargement is the church. The divine and 

mystical realm is simply Christ as the mystery of God, and the 

church as the mystery of Christ. The church is also referred to as 

“the new man” in Colossians and Ephesians.  

 

What is the new man? the new man has become the 

circumference of the divine and mystical realm. Christ is the 

content and consituent of the divine and mystical realm, and the 

church, the new man, is its circumference. By being imparted 

into so many believers, Christ as the unique realm of the Triune 

God has been enlarged to become the new man.  

 

 
I. TAKING THE RESURRECTED CHRIST  

AS OUR PERSON AND OUR LIFE 

— COLOSSIANS. 3:4 

 

What is this new man? This new man is full of the reality of 

resurrection. Because the new man is continually in the reality of 

being raised with Christ, he is always new. The new man is 

always in newness.  
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This is a wonderful thing in our experience, for we are 

professionals at being defeated. If we had never become His 

followers, we never would have become aware of how terrible 

we really are. The more we give ourselves to follow Him, 

however, the more we realize how confined, defeated, and 

limited we are. The interesting thing is, regardless how poor our 

condition is, we simply cannot give up. Why is this? It is because 

there is an element within our being called resurrection.  

I would like to testify something of this. I have been following 

the Lord for fifty-one years now. I am very joyful about this. At 

the same time, I have to admit that in these fifty-one years I have 

experienced many failures and shortcomings. In the midst of all 

the shortcoming and failure, however, God has had a way to 

continue. No human institution could ever work in this way, yet 

in the church life we enjoy something unique. What is this that 

we experience in the church life as the new man? It is 

resurrection, operating all the time. Therefore, the way to enjoy 

the church as the new man is by taking Christ as our person and 

our life. The church life is a life of the resurrected Christ.  

 

Husbands and wives often become frustrated with each other. 

The wife may feel that her husband does not appreciate all she 

does, and the husband may feel that his wife doesn’t understand 

how pressured he is. In the world, this often results in divorce. In 

the church life, however, we experience the operation of the 

divine life. This life causes us to be enlightened, to reconsider, 

and to repent, even to one another. This is the church life.  

 

If we want to truly enjoy the church life, we have to take Christ 

as our life and person.  

 

A. Seeking the Things Which are Above,  

All the Things of the Divine Economy Produced  

In the Heavenly Ministry of Christ 

— Colossians 3:1 
 

As we take Christ as our life and person, we find ourselves 

seeking the things above, rather than the things of the earth.  
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Everything we see is on the earth. The meeting hall is something 

on earth. Your job is on the earth. Your school is on the earth. 

Your house is on the earth. Everything you do and see is on 

earth, and your life cannot get away from it. Many of us even 

push our children in certain directions because we value the 

things of the earth. The church life, however, never looks into 

the things that are earthly.  

 

 

B. Setting Our Mind On the Things Above, Not On Earth, 

Through Our Life Hidden With Christ In God 

— Colossians 3:2-3 

 

Seeking is a matter of attitude, and setting our mind is a matter 

of behavior. Besides seeking the heavenly things; we must 

practice to set our minds on them. I must set my mind on God, 

on Christ, on God’s word, on the gospel, on the saints, and upon 

what profits the church.  

 

 
II. APPROPRIATING THE NECESSARY  

REVELATIONS AND EXPERIENCES  

OF THE BELIEVERS CONCERNING  

THE CHURCH AS THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST 

 

The mystery of God and the mystery of Christ are not something 

we should simply talk about; they are revelations we must lay 

hold of. We should appropriate them; make them real to us.  

 

 

A. As Fellow Heirs and Fellow Members of the Body,  

We are Fellow Partakers of the Promise In Christ Jesus. 

— Ephesians 3:4, 6 
 

First of all, in the church life we must realize that we are fellow-

heirs of God. Suppose you have a lot of money. I cannot just 

come to you and say, “Brother, give me your money.” Who can 

say that? Only the person who is his son, or heir, can say that. 

We are all the sons of God. Together, in the church life, we are 
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inheriting all that this precious Triune God is and has. 

Furthermore, as the fellow-heirs, we are a sweet household all of 

the same family.  

 

As the fellow members of Christ’s Body, we share the same life 

and bear the same testimony. When we see one another, we do 

not have to make an effort to like one another, for we are fellow-

heirs, members of the household of God, and fellow members of 

the Body of Christ.  

 

As those who are the fellow heirs of God and fellow members of 

His Body, we are also fellow partakers of the promise in Christ 

Jesus. This is most precious. Our God is a God of promise. To 

Abraham He said, “With blessing I will bless you, and your seed 

will I multiply.” In His blessing, God is after man. He further 

told Abraham, “All the land you have walked through I will give 

to you and to your seed.” the Lord’s promise involves this seed 

and this land. In the entire universe, there are only three things 

related to God’s blessing: the Blessing One (God), the man He 

blesses, and the land He blesses man with. Satan works to cause 

Christians to love only God, or to focus only on man, or to focus 

on the land. God’s work in His economy, however, is to be with 

man to give him the land.  

 

God created Adam and then said, “Let Him have dominion over 

the land.” Adam, however, did not succeed, for he fell. 

Eventually God called Abraham, but Abraham did not gain the 

land either in his lifetime. His son Isaac and his grandson Jacob 

also failed to lay hold of the land. Eventually the children of 

Israel had to remain in Egypt until Moses came to lead them out 

of bondage and back to the land. God could not rest until His 

people were in the land. Today, God cannot rest until His people 

partake of His promise to gain this land.  

 

Until we gain this, we are not a real human being. We may say 

we are real, but God will say we are deformed. He desires us to 

be a real man, filled with the divine attributes to express the 

human virtues, on the earth to gain the land. If we have not 

arrived in the land, we are in the air, where Satan is. Do you 
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have the land? are you enjoying the land with the fellow-

partakers? God told Abraham that He would give to him 

wherever his foot landed upon. Where today do we find this 

land? It is in the churches, the localities. In the Old Testament it 

was the land of Canaan; today it is in the localities. Every 

locality becomes a ‘land.’  

 

If we do not have the church life, we do not have a land. If you 

say you are from a Pentecostal ‘church,’ or that you meet with 

the Baptist church, you have not arrived yet at this land. If, 

however, you say you are meeting in a city with the other 

believers there as the fellow partakers of the promise, you have 

the land upon which you may substantiate all the blessings the 

Lord desires to give you.  

 

 

B. In the Circumcision of Christ, We Have Put Off  

the Body of the Flesh in Baptism. 

— Colossians 2:11-12 

 

Through the cross of Christ, we have put off the body of the 

flesh in baptism, ‘in the circumcision of Christ.’ Physical 

circumcision is over. The reality is that when we died in Christ, 

we were ‘cut off’ from the world, and from anything that is of 

the flesh. Our body of the flesh through baptism is circumcised. 

The world can no longer attract those who are in the church life.  

 

 

C. We Have Been Buried Together and Raised  

Together With Christ Through the Faith of 

the Operation of God, Who Raised Him From the Dead. 

— Colossians. 2:12 
 

God is the one who has given us faith. Through this faith, we are 

able to realize that we have died and have even been buried with 

Christ. Sometimes, however, even a dead person opens his eyes 

before his last breath, for he may not wish to depart! In Chinese 

there is a saying that if a person dies without their family nearby, 

they do not close their eyes, for they wish to see someone. We 
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have died, but for some reason we refuse to close our eyes, for 

we still see all the beautiful things of the world. We have been 

crucified with Christ! Yet we persist in running around as a 

peculiar corpse. Therefore we have to know, and appropriate, the 

fact that we have been crucified with Christ, and even buried 

with Him. Once we experience being buried with Him, we shall 

also experience being raised with Him through the faith He gives 

us, for this faith is the faith of resurrection!  

I have been laboring for over fifty years, with hardly any break. 

Sometimes I ache after giving a message, and wonder if I will be 

able to continue. When I touch Him, however, He swallows up 

all my limitations in His resurrection, and I am able to go on 

because of this faith!  

 

 

D. We Have Been Made Alive Together  

With Christ and Forgiven all Our Offenses. 

— Colossians 2:13 
 

We were made alive, and were forgiven. How good this is! If we 

were only made alive, yet not forgiven, our existence would be 

too heavy for us. and if we were only forgiven, without being 

made alive, we would be too dead! We are now no longer held 

by the weight of sin, or held by death. Instead, we are alive, and 

all our sins have been forgiven!  

 

 

E. Holding Christ as the Head, We are Able to Grow  

With the Growth of God In the Body. 

— Colossians 2:14-19  
 

We also must be those who hold Christ as the Head, so that we 

might together grow with the growth of God. It is my hope that 

in these three days, you all grow with the growth of God! as we 

hold Christ as the Head, we are growing with the growth of God!  
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1. Enjoying all that Christ has accomplished on the cross, 

where he stripped off the rulers and authorities 
 

We should be those who appropriate Christ’s victory over Satan 

on the cross.  

 

When I was a very young Christian, I was afraid to close my 

eyes at night, for something came to scare me when I did. 

Therefore, I would pray, “Lord Jesus help me!” Eventually I 

could not take it anymore, and then I remembered that the Lord 

had triumphed over Satan. Therefore I declared to Satan, “I am 

resting in my Savior. Satan, get away from here!” From that time 

onward, I was never bothered again.  

God stripped off the rulers at the cross of Christ and put them to 

open shame. We may declare to Satan, “You no longer have any 

power.”  

 

 

2. Appropriating Christ as the body 

 of the shadow of the things to come 
 

The Chinese have three festivals a year that everyone looks 

forward to. One is their New Year festival, one is the Sticky Rice 

festival, and one is the Full Moon festival. Each festival 

signalled a new beginning. With the Jewish feasts, it was the 

same. Besides the weekly Sabbath, they had a number of feasts, 

such as Tabernacles and Passover. Paul told the saints that they 

had to realize that regardless whether it was a secular festival or 

a religious festival, Christ was the reality. He is the real “moon 

cake”! He is the real “sticky rice”! He is even the reality of every 

holiday. If they are looking forward to a New Year’s celebration, 

tell them He is their real New Year. He is the body of all the 

shadows.  
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3. Being freed from all “handwriting of ordinances”  

i.e., religious rules and practices 
 

Every religion has its ordinances. It is too easy to fall into a 

religious practice or ordinance. For instance, some people feel 

we should not read any Bible other than the Recovery Version. 

Of course, the Recovery Version with its footnotes is something 

you should read. But if you make reading the Recovery Version 

a requirement in the church life, you are coming under the 

control of an ordinance. Brother Lee taught us that all the 

translations have their value.  

 

4. Not being defrauded in self-chosen 

lowliness  and worship of angels 
 

Perhaps we may ask a brother how long he has been saved, how 

often he has read through the Bible, how many people he has 

brought to salvation, and so on. Another brother then lets it be 

known that he, ‘by the Lord’s mercy,’ has been saved much 

longer, read through the Bible many more times, and has brought 

many to the Lord. In uplifting himself in this way he makes it 

seem as though the Lord has blessed him and worked through 

him much more. Therefore the other brother will ask that brother 

to pray for him, for it would seem to him that God is much closer 

to that brother than to him. In this way, the brother who has 

claimed much ‘by the Lord’s mercy,’ has defrauded the other, 

for he no longer is able to honor who he is before the Lord.  

 

Any regime knows that, to maintain control, you have to defraud 

the people of their ability to respect themselves. In China, Mao 

succeeded in insuring that out of millions of people, nearly not 

one had any self-respect. The Bible teaches us, however, that 

each one of us has value before the Lord, and that none among 

us should be uplifted, and none should be abased. We should not 

be defrauded by self-chosen lowliness. Eventually you can be 

defrauded to the point that you no longer feel qualified to pray to 

God directly, so you will ask others ‘more worthy’ to go to the 

Lord for you. This is what happened in Colossae. Some were 

teaching that in order to come to God, you had to come to an 
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angel first, for God was too high. This psychology of ‘I am not 

yet qualified’ can easily come into the church life.  

 

 

5. Not being carried off as spoil through philosophy  

and empty deceit according to the tradition of men, according 

to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ 
 

What causes some to treat others as spoil? Their ideology. 

During Paul’s time, there was a teaching that combined elements 

of Greek philosophy, Jewish religion, and even Oriental thought. 

We call this kind of teaching today Gnosticism. Once an 

ideology comes into the church life, it becomes very difficult to 

overcome. It will capture people and carry them off as its spoil. 

It will hinder saints from growing in life. Once ideology comes 

in, it is extremely difficult to rescue people from it.  

 

Remember, when we put on the new man, we have to drop all 

our ideologies. We do not hold to anything other than Christ. I 

do not love the saints because they read the same Bible or 

practice or even believe exactly the same things that I do. Too 

many are controlled and spoiled by their ideology. Satan is 

working to bring everyone into an ideology, and thus carry them 

off. In the church life, we should not test one another or separate 

ourselves from others based upon any ideology.  

 

 

6. Being richly supplied and knit together by means of 

the joints and sinews — 

the ministers of the New Testament ministry 
 

The joints and sinews are those who have ministries. In the 

church life, we should receive and enjoy the supply from those 

who have been given to the Body for this purpose. Such brothers 

are the ministers of the New Testament economy.  
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III. WE NEED TO PUT ON THE NEW MAN,  

EXPERIENCING CHRIST AS THE PERSON OF THE  

DIVINE AND MYSTICAL REALM WHO IS ALL AND IN ALL 

 

To put on something means that it becomes our testimony, and 

that we allow ourselves to be limited by it. Putting on means 

limitation! Americans love comfort, and may wonder why I wear 

a white shirt and a tie, which are marks of discomfort. Yet I must 

wear the things that testify who I am. We must put on who we 

really are.  

 

 
A. By Putting On all the Saints, Where There Cannot  

Be Greek and Jew, Circumcision and Uncircumcision, 

Barbarian, Scythian, Slave, Or Free Man.  

— Colossians 3:11 

 

Brother Lee, as he was approaching ninety, received a letter from 

some young people involved with a perfecting labor here in the 

Great Lakes area. He wrote them back an encouraging letter, in 

which he said if they were to continue in this kind of practice, 

over the years there would be a rich harvest of life and truth. 

This was his ‘putting on the saints.’ He could have simply given 

me a phone call and given me an encouraging word, and excused 

himself due to his age. But he took the time to respond by letter 

to the saints. His labor was for the saints and for the Lord’s 

interest, and nothing else.  

 

 

B. By Putting On all Long-Suffering,  

Having Inward Parts of Compassion, Kindness,  

Lowliness, Meekness, Forgiveness. 

— Colossians 3:12-13 

 

In the church life, it sometimes seems that our job is to make one 

another suffer. Although it is marvelous, the church life is also, 

practically speaking, a life of suffering. For your perfecting, do 

you realize how many saints will have to suffer? and do you 
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realize how much you will have to suffer due to others the Lord 

places with you?  

 

There is a brother in this room who has been close to me for 

forty years now. In fact, he was the person who met me at the 

Greyhound Station in Pittsburgh when I first arrived. Do you not 

believe that there have been many times that brother wished I 

was not so strong, and that I wished he was also different 

(although he is a real gentleman). And, do you realize that we 

may be together for many years more, if the Lord delays?  

 

We can say that the church life is sweet, for it truly is. It is like a 

marriage. Isn’t marriage a sweet thing? Yet it is also a union in 

which you must suffer each other’s peculiarities and differences. 

In the new man, however, we put on all longsuffering, together 

with inward parts of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, 

and forgiveness. When someone makes a mistake, we should not 

sit in judgment, but rather be understanding, and able to forgive 

and shepherd one another.  

 

 

C. By Putting On Love, Letting the Peace  

Of Christ Arbitrate In Our Hearts. 

— Colossians 3:14-17 

 

If we put on this love, many damaging things will be kept out of 

the church life. Rather than making others feel that they need to 

keep a certain standard or behave a certain way around us, they 

will feel accepted even though they may need to ask forgiveness 

for things. Let the peace arbitrate in your hearts. When you such 

a peace arbitrating, you know what you do will be profitable to 

the saints.  

 

1. Knowing that we were all called in one Body 

 

2. Letting the word of Christ dwell in us richly 

and operatively in all wisdom. 

 

 



Titus Chu                   The Divine and Mystical Realm in Colossians (4) 

 12 

3. In the church, teaching and admonishing 

one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with grace in our hearts to God. 

 

4. So that whatever you do in word or in deed, 

all things are done in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
 

If we realize that we were all called in one Body, allow the word 

of Christ to dwell in us richly in all wisdom, are exercised to 

have such a church life, do all in the name of the Lord, we know 

that we will be manifested with Christ in glory. 
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