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MESSAGE FIVE: 

THE LORD’S SERVANT FILLING UP THE LACK OF THE 

AFFLICTIONS OF CHRIST IN HIS OWN FLESH BY TAKING 

CHRIST AS HIS PERSON  

 

In this message we finally come to Paul, someone who fully 

experienced the reality of taking Christ as his person, and had the 

reality of walking, living, operating, struggling, working, and 

fighting in this divine mystical realm. Paul also had a number 

who worked together with him as his co-workers.  

 

Christ needs some servants who will suffer for the building up of 

the churches. Christ suffered for this, and we may enter into this 

labor of the Lord. Christ’s suffering produces the church 

organically. We suffer to build up the church in life with the 

saints’ maturity. We should not therefore consider that, since 

Christ has accomplished everything, we may go rest. Instead, 

like Paul, we should be able to say, “I fill up on my part that 

which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His 

Body, which is the church” (2:24).  

 

 
I. IN PRINCIPLE 

 

A. An Apostle of Christ Jesus through the Will of God 

— Colossians 1:1a 
 

 

One major characteristic of Paul’s writings is that he is very 

clear about who he is. Do not think that this is a small matter. In 

this room filled with hundreds of people, probably not many 

know who they are or why they are here. Most are still searching 
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for the meaning of their existence. What is encouraging to me, 

however, is that I see more young people coming such 

conferences as this now to hear about it. Paul, however, could 

say, “I know why I am here!” Today many think that their 

existence is for their own personal comfort or achievement. 

Therefore they set their hopes on something like a dream house. 

Whether they gain it, lose it, or never achieve it, their lives are 

still empty. Do we realize how few on this earth are as blessed as 

we are? Why know what to fight for. We know why we are 

struggling. It is because we are one with the will of God.  

 

 

B. Caring for the Churches and Coordinating  

With the Co-Workers 

— Colossians 1:1b-2 
 

In the last message we spoke about putting on the church life. 

What you put on is for your protection, but it also becomes your 

limitation. Another brother and I have been ‘putting’ each other 

on in this way for the past forty years. When we started doing 

this, we were young. Now we are old. We may be a suffering to 

each other, but we can declare that we care for the churches and 

coordinate together, for we have put on the church life.  

 

 

C. Taking God’s Will  

as the Center of His Operation 

— Colossians 1:9  
 

Why are we here? We are here only to take care of God’s will. 

When God’s will becomes the controlling factor in your life, you 

will find that you are unable to do things or say things simply to 

make others happy. You will be unable to play politics. You will 

feel, “My labor must be according to what the Bible teaches, as 

we have received from Watchman Nee and Witness Lee.” Our 

labor, in principle, is to take God’s will as the center of our 

operation. We are not, however, for teachings and doctrines, nor 

even the best revelations. All that God has revealed to us is for 
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fostering the spiritual growth of others for the building up of the 

Body of Christ. This was Paul’s commitment.  

 

 

D. Taking the Saints’ Growth  

as His Commitment 

— Colossians 1:10 

 

We are here for you to grow. This is a long-term commitment, 

for your growth will require a long period of time. All the 

serving ones are here struggling for your growth unto maturity.  

 

 
II. IN LIVING AND IN LABOR 

 

Paul’s labor was firstly to focused upon God and God’s desire, 

secondly to fulfill God’s Word, and thirdly to practically raise up 

the believers. No one can or should work with anything in view 

other than what Christ wants; what the Bible says; and what the 

saints need.  

 

 

A. Filling Up the Lack of the Afflictions  

of Christ in His Flesh 

— Colossians 1:24 

 

Sometimes if there is no air conditioning, we feel, How then can 

we meet? Yet the Lord Jesus, when He walked the earth, never 

had air conditioning. He didn’t have bottled water either, or 

rayon and polyester clothing. None of these things were with the 

Lord when He was on earth. the Lord, through incarnation, 

became a man, and then suffered in the flesh. He was born on the 

roadside, and then placed in a manger. He grew up as any child, 

and as He did so, He began to realize who He was. By age 12 He 

fully realized who He was, and went to ask the teachers in the 

temple concerning Himself. His mother was so worried, and He 

suffered Himself to go back with her and becoming a carpenter. 

He just lived a life no one understood and no one appreciated. 

None of His handiwork during those eighteen long years could 
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even be boasted in. Then He was introduced by His cousin, a 

wild man who ate locusts and wore strange clothes. Wouldn’t 

that seem shameful? He should have been introduced by a king! 

His life was nothing but suffering. He endured incident after 

incident. Eventually, He was given to die on a cross. That was 

the ultimate experience of suffering, in which He accomplished 

His redemptive work on our behalf.  

Now the Lord tells us, “This was My route, and it should be 

yours as well. My life was like this, and yours cannot be 

different.” Thus when He was on this earth, He said, “A disciple 

is not above the teacher, nor a slave above his master” (Matt. 

10:24). This means, “If I have no place to go, you should have 

no place to go. If I don’t have much to eat, you shouldn’t expect 

to either. If I lived a suffering life, I want to work through you to 

fill up the lack of My afflictions in the church.”  

 

 

1. Suffering on behalf of all the saints  
 

If you really desire to grow, some brothers are going to have to 

suffer on your behalf. What is our life? It is to suffer on behalf of 

others so that they may grow.  

 

 

2. Having all things 

 for the Body of Christ, which is the Church  

 

Brother Lee writes in his footnote (to verse 25)… “Paul became 

a minister not of a certain teaching, preaching, or mission work, 

but of the church, the Body of Christ, for its building up.” It is 

too easy for us to be for a certain teaching, a certain preaching, 

or a certain missionary work, and as a servant of the Lord forget 

that it is for the church alone that we should care.  
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B. Fulfilling His Stewardship  

in the Hope of Glory 

— Colossians 1:25-27 
 

Recall that in the previous messages we have spoken on the 

mystery of God, the mystery of Christ, and the mystery of the 

stewardship. What does the word stewardship refer to? In Greek 

it is the same word as for ‘dispensing’ (“oikonomia”). From our 

side, it is a stewardship, the mystery of our operation within 

God’s economy.  

 

1. Becoming a minister of the church. 
 

The Greek word for “minister” is also translated “deacon.” 

Therefore, to be a minister is to be a serving one.  

 

 

2. Completing the revelation of the word of God, according to 

the mystery hidden from the ages and from the generations. 
 

If I say or minister anything, it is to complete the revelation of 

the word according to the mystery hidden from the ages and the 

generations. Even though the Bible has been completed, the 

Lord’s servant, when he ministers, is completing what God has 

spoken.  

 

 

3. Substantiating and fulfilling the word of God 

according to Christ who operates in him. 
 

The Lord’s minister not only objectively completes the 

revelation, but also subjectively fulfills the word. This is why the 

Recovery Version translates Colossians 1:25 as ‘to complete the 

word of God’ while the King James has ‘to fulfill the word of 

God.’ Both aspects are implied in the Greek. We hear many 

messages and are often able to repeat much, but we often fulfill 

very little. Whatever I hear should become my reality. This is 

what it means to fulfill the word of God.  
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C. Being A Person Who Announces Christ and Only Christ 

— Colossians 1:28-29 

 
1. Announcing Christ in all wisdom. 

 

What is wisdom? Wisdom is the issue of enjoying the operation 

of the Spirit. When the Spirit becomes so enjoyable to us, 

wisdom spontaneously comes in. When we take care of our 

spirit, the issue is wisdom, and we will be able to help meet the 

saints’ need.  

 

 

2. Struggling according to the operation  

which operates in him in power. 
 

There was something powerful which operated within Paul like a 

dynamo. Paul’s struggle was according to the operation of this 

dynamo. the dynamic operation of Christ within us causes us 

also to struggle. Apart from this ‘dynamo’ we could not do a 

thing. If we are able to operate, it is because the Lord is 

operating within us, and that operation is dynamic!  

 

 

3. Laboring that all the saints might grow 

unto maturity a. admonishing each  

and every man and teaching each and every man. 
 

This is a most daunting verse. Many of us would rather it said, 

“Therefore I labor…holding conferences, giving messages, 

telling the saints how to live, and making decisions in the 

church.” No one wants to be with every man, for once you get 

involved with every person in this way, there is no end to the 

headaches you (and they) will encounter. Yet Paul said he 

labored by going to every man. He had every saint in view, not 

according to who they were at the moment, but according to who 

they were to be according to God’s arrangement. Therefore each 

saint requires labor to bring them into life, truth, and operation.  
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For instance, when you labor with a saint, you should labor to 

bring him to the Bible. Then, and as he begins reading the Bible, 

you must labor to help him to touch the Lord in the Word. 

Furthermore, as he touches the Lord in the Word, he should 

experience being filled with inspirations. through that, the Lord 

should become his daily strength, and based upon that strength 

he should begin to preach the gospel, and people should be 

saved. He should also become a source of life in the meetings. 

through his exercise, he should become a blessing to those 

younger than him, and a comfort to those who are older. 

However, one day such a saint may tell you that he has decided 

to seek a transfer in his job so that he might climb higher up the 

career ladder. Now you know what it means to struggle.  

 

This struggle is for “every man.” To give a message is easy. 

After hearing it, people can go back to their lives, working and 

living as before. A brother such as Paul would not be able to 

tolerate the saints having such a “remote” Christ. His labor was 

to present every man full grown. What tremendous patience Paul 

had! and how much others would have had to tolerate him! If 

someone under his care finally spoke in the meeting, he may 

have said, “too long!” or if he hadn’t spoken at all, he may have 

said “too dead!” If one finally began to read the Bible, he might 

have said, “Preach the gospel!” yet if one had become a real 

gospel preacher, he might have said, “Now learn to pray!” Oh, 

the church life is a life of long-suffering, yet this is how every 

man is presented full grown in Christ!  

 

 

4. Presenting each and every man full-grown in Christ 
 
a. Indicating perfection in quality  

b. Indicating completion in quantity  

c. Both aspects are produced by taking Christ as the element of 

the divine life.  
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III. IN OPERATION 

 
A. Being Full of Divine Commitment,  

He Became A Minister of the Church according to 

the Stewardship Given By God. 

— Colossians 1:24-25 

 

 

B. Being Related to the Church,  

He Asked That the Church Would Pray to Open the Door 

for the Word that He Might Speak the Mystery of Christ 

— Colossians 4:2-3 
 

When a brother tells me, “Brother Titus, we have prayed for you 

a lot,” you do not know how precious that is. Don’t you think 

that Paul needed someone to pray for him? He was powerful and 

saturated with revelation, yet he still asked the church to pray for 

him so that the door might be opened for him to speak the 

mystery of Christ. To carry out God’s economy involves a great 

struggle. for this we need to pray, especially for those who are 

serving the Lord in this struggle.  

 

 

C. Being Related to the Co-Workers 

— Colossians 4:7-14, 17 

 

How does Paul function? He gives us ten names of those he 

labored with, revealing that when we function, we must function 

with others. Paul never functioned as a “lone ranger.” Our 

thought may be, “I’m going to this place to raise up a church. 

Then, I will raise up more churches, until I eventually gain the 

entire region!” This attitude is wrong. When you go somewhere 

to operate, you should go operate with others. You must labor 

together with others. Paul could say, “I have ten co-workers.”  
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1. Timothy 

 

a. His genuine child 

b. His person 

c. His teaching 

d. His commitment 

e. His labor 
 
The first co-worker mentioned is Timothy, for all who labor 

need a son. If you do not have a son, you do not have an 

effective operation. What does it mean to have a son? A son is 

someone who goes where you go; who observes what you do. 

One day I saw someone walking with his son. From the back, 

their walk looked identical. They both had the same step, the 

same gesture, the same movement. That was Paul and Timothy. 

There should be someone so close to you that he learns you’re 

your person, your teaching, and your commitment, so that he 

labors accordingly. If you have no such son, there is something 

wrong in your labor.  

 

Those who are young also need a father. If you do not have a 

spiritual father, you cannot grow in a healthy fashion. Whether 

you are younger or older, you need to have a life-relationship 

with someone who becomes very close to you.  

 

Three things are brought out when Paul writes to Timothy. First, 

he calls Timothy his genuine child (1 Tim. 1:2). Then, he says, 

you have learned my labor, my teaching, and my person - now 

practice these things (3:6-16)! Whether Timothy was up to the 

standard of Paul’s commitment is another matter. If it were me, I 

might have never chosen such a co-worker, for Timothy seems 

to be a professional “loser.” He cries (2 Tim. 1:4), has 

stomachaches (1 Tim. 5:23), and requires much encouragement 

(1 Tim. 4:12, 6:11, 2 Tim. 1:7, etc.). So we should not be too 

choosy about who becomes close to us. It should simply be a 

person who can learn of your person, your teaching, your 

commitment, and eventually your labor.  
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2. Tychicus, the “faithful minister  

and fellow slave in the lord” 
 
a. He made known to the saints all the things concerning Paul.  

b. He comforted the hearts of all the saints.  
 
 

3. Onesimus, “the faithful and beloved brother” 
 
a. He was a slave who had escaped from the house of 

Philemon, an elderly brother in Colossae. — Philemon 15  

b. He had been begotten by Paul in his bonds, and was referred 

to as his very heart. — Philemon 10, 12  

c. He had been sent back to Philemon by Paul. — Philemon 12  

d. He was committed with making known to the saints in 

Colossae all the things concerning Paul.  
 

It is interesting that Onesimus was a slave, and perhaps also a 

thief. He must have stolen something from his master, Philemon, 

and run off to hide in the crowds in Rome. He was eventually 

captured, however, and ended up meeting Paul, and was saved 

through Paul. If it were us, we might charge Onesimus to stop 

stealing, and tell Philemon to discipline him. But Paul is one 

who sought to present every man full grown in Christ, even a 

slave who stole from his master! Paul did not consider him as 

someone beneath him, but instead his “very heart.” I even had 

tears reading this. My sense was, “What a godly person. What a 

proof of his apostleship!” Paul’s apostleship was not proved by 

power, but by his heart. the Lord loved this man; therefore Paul 

also loved him. the Lord saved him, so Paul wanted to be with 

him.  

 

This man was eventually sent back to his master, who was an 

elder in the church in Colossae, with the charge to make known 

to the saints everything concerning Paul. He could tell the saints 

how Paul was experiencing the Lord there. Even in the midst of 

hardship, he could testify how the precious presence of Christ 

upheld the apostle.  
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4. Aristarchus, the “fellow prisoner” 
 

Somehow, this brother ended up imprisoned with Paul. Either he 

was a prisoner who, like Onesimus, was saved through Paul, or 

he was a brother who chose to come serve Paul while Paul was 

imprisoned in Rome.  

 

 

5. Mark, the cousin of Barnabas 

 

There are three brothers of repute in this story: Paul, Barnabas, 

and Mark, all who became apostles. Mark seemed to initially be 

somewhat a useless brother, and even a troublemaker. Even 

when Mark was around fifty, Paul had to tell the younger man 

Timothy, “Bring Mark with you.” Shouldn’t Mark have known 

how to travel by himself? I always have wondered if there could 

have been more than one Mark, but it seems this is the same 

brother who wrote the Gospel of Mark.  

 

Mark, when young, is mentioned in his Gospel as the young man 

who left his linen cloth behind and fled naked when the Lord 

was taken on the night of His betrayal. Yet the good thing about 

Mark was, he loved the Lord and always seemed to bounce back. 

Therefore, he went to Antioch and enjoyed the church life there. 

Later, when Paul and Mark’s uncle Barnabas went on their first 

ministry journey, Mark was allowed to accompany them. He 

must have been wealthy. However, when they reached Cyprus, 

the first stop on their journey, Mark perhaps couldn’t tolerate the 

diet or something that was outside his comfort level, so he left 

them to return to Antioch and enjoy his wealth. They were right 

in the field fighting, and Mark deserted them. Neither Paul nor 

Barnabas said anything about it then, and Mark went on being a 

good brother, loving the Lord. When Barnabas wanted to bring 

Mark along on their second journey, however, Paul disagreed, 

and Mark became the center of a sharp contention which caused 

Paul and Barnabas to part ways. Because Luke was the one who 

wrote Acts, and because he was with Paul, we hear mainly of 

Paul’s labors after that. Barnabas is no longer mentioned in Acts, 
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although he was mentioned by Paul here in Colossians, and 

when he writes to the Corinthians.  

 

a. Paul’s mention of Mark indicated that there 

 was good fellowship between Paul and Barnabas. 
 

Paul mentions Barnabas when he makes mention of Mark. There 

is something important here we have to learn. If we do not see 

the Body, we will be selective and exclusive. When we really see 

the Body, we are very open and ready to fellowship. They had an 

argument, but they both were still in the church in Antioch. They 

both were still served the Lord. Therefore they both remained in 

good fellowship with each other. There is much that can be 

implied in the phrase “Mark, the cousin of Barnabas.”  

 

 

b. Paul’s reference to Mark’s relationship to Barnabas 

indicated that Barnabas was of repute among the churches. 

 

The churches knew Barnabas. Suppose I wrote a letter to the 

church in a certain city, and referred to someone they did not 

know. That would be very strange. If you refer to a person as 

being the relative of someone, it indicates the churches knew 

who that someone was. This indicates Barnabas was well known 

among the churches Paul labored among.  

 

Often we view people as being good or bad. That is what 

happened to the Brethren movement, which eventually produced 

thousands of divisions based upon how they viewed particular 

brothers. After they separated from one another, they treated 

each other as enemies. Look at how generous Paul was to 

Barnabas, and how generous Barnabas was to Paul. Even after 

separating due to an argument, they still were together carrying 

the New Testament ministry and laboring for the profit of the 

churches.  
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c. This is the Mark who wrote the gospel of Mark. 
 
i. He followed the Lord as a young man, yet fled naked when 

the Lord was seized on the night of His betrayal. Mark 4:52-53  

ii. He attended Barnabas and Paul on their first journey, but 

withdrew and departed because of difficulties. Act. 13:5, 13  

iii. He was the focus of a sharp contention between Paul and 

Barnabas, yet later became one of Paul’s coworkers. Acts 

15:37-39, 2 Timothy 4:11  
 

Mark actually worked with Paul and possibly Barnabas. Paul 

also quite possibly worked with Barnabas, for Corinth was raised 

up by Paul, yet Barnabas was also well known to the saints there.  

 

iv. Paul seemed to regard him with special care and charged 

the saints in Colossae to receive him.  
 

This is unusual, for no one likes someone who needs special care 

when they are around the age of fifty! Apparently Mark could 

not handle the uncertainty involved with coming and taking 

hospitality, so Paul asked that the saints to take particular care of 

him. Mark seemed to be delicate, and needed special lodgings, 

perhaps. This is the church life. Treat those you do not like with 

special care! If someone bothers you, care for him more.  

 

v. He coordinated with the apostle Peter in writing his gospel 

after Paul’s martyrdom.  
 

After Timothy arrived with Mark, he was martyred with Paul. 

Mark then had no place to go, but by the Lord’s mercy, Peter 

arrived as a prisoner in Rome. Mark was probably educated, 

whereas Peter was not, so Mark became useful in writing down 

Peter’s biography of the Lord Jesus, which was eventually called 

the Gospel of Mark! On the one hand, you have to worship the 

Lord, and on the other you have to marvel at how the Lord 

eventually can use people in a manner way beyond what we 

might imagine. 
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I appreciate how these three brothers—Paul, Barnabas, and Peter 

—raised up Mark. Let us practice such a virtue in the church life, 

for you never know how it might bless the Lord and His 

testimony.  

 

We should not be selective in how we receive others. Paul 

received Barnabas, and Mark. When Mark became a co-worker 

of Paul’s, Barnabas could have said, “Paul, you have no right to 

use him, for he is mine. He is too delicate for you to use 

anyway.” Paul had to consider the needs of so many churches; 

who has time to consider the needs of a weak brother? Paul’s 

reference to Mark reveals something of how we should operate 

in the church life.  

 

 
6. Jesus “who is called Justus” 

 

Jesus may have been a common name among the churches at 

that time, so many who become Christians must have changed 

their names in this way.  

 

a. He and Mark were those alone of the circumcision who were 

fellow workers of Paul for the kingdom of God.  

b. He became a consolation to Paul. Among all of Paul’s co-

workers, only a few were Jews (‘of the circumcision’).  
 

Justus became a consolation to Paul. Do not think that the Lord’s 

servant needs no consolation or encouragement! Even as Paul 

was struggling according to such a power within him, he needed 

comfort. Justus was a comfort to him.  
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7. Epaphras, from Colossae 
 

This brother apparently is not the Epaphroditus mentioned in 

Philippians. Paul went to Ephesus and raised up the church there, 

and that is where Epaphras was gained. He became a servant of 

the Lord and preached the gospel in the province of Asia 

surrounding Ephesus. Paul may have never been to Colossae, but 

Epaphras reported to Paul what he had seen out of his labor 

there. This is Epaphras. He was one who operated among many 

churches, and one who probably raised up some of them.  

 

a. He was Paul’s beloved fellow slave and a faithful minister of 

Christ. — Colossians 1:7  

b. He was a pattern to the saints in Colossae. — Colossians 1:7  
 

If you desire to be sent out, you have to first become a pattern. If 

you do not properly operate in your locality, do not ask the Lord 

to send you someplace. You have to first be healthy within your 

own local church.  

 

c. He always struggled on behalf of the saints in Colossae.  

d. His hope was that the saints in Colossae might stand mature, 

fully assured in the will of God.  

e. Paul testified of him that he labored much for the churches.  
 

I like Epaphras. Perhaps he remained for years in his place, until 

the Lord sent him out. After raising up one church, perhaps he 

continued to labor in such a way in city after city. We should 

learn of him. We are for God’s will. We are burdened that the 

saints might be matured. Our living should become a pattern to 

those we serve. Here among Paul’s co-workers, there was such a 

brother.  
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8. Luke, the beloved physician of Paul 
 

Luke was getting old, so Luke picked up the burden to be with 

Paul to take care of his health. While he was taking care of 

Paul’s health, he wrote the book of Acts as a record of Paul’s 

life. the gospel according to Paul was written by Luke, as was 

Acts. Paul called Luke, “the beloved physician.”  

 

 

9. Demas 
 

It took me a while to understand why it was Demas is mentioned 

with no comment by Paul. Paul seemed to know his co-workers 

quite well. Eventually Demas deserted Paul because of his love 

for the present age (2 Tim. 4:10). I feel that Demas may have 

been caring for Paul’s practical needs, for he and Luke are 

mentioned together here at the end of Colossians. I warn those of 

you who are serving full-time: beware of merely taking care of 

practical matters, for you may eventually depart from the apostle 

and love the present age. You must develop spiritually. You 

cannot merely become of use in practical things. Everyone likes 

to be important, and one of the easiest ways to become important 

is to become occupied with practical matters. This can consume 

you. We need to take care of the practical things, but they should 

not be allowed to consume us.  

 

 

10. Archippus 
 
a. He was possibly the son of Philemon. — Philemon 2  

b. He ministered in the church in Colossae.  

c. Paul charged him to take heed to the ministry which he 

received in the Lord, that he might fulfill it.  
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Archippus may have received some training from Paul while he 

was in Ephesus, yet he served in Colossae. This young brother 

had a ministry! I am happy to see this. Many young saints could 

have a ministry. When you have a ministry, be faithful to fulfill 

it, for it is a part of the grand ministry of the New Testament! 

We may not carry a large portion of this ministry, but we should 

not abase ourselves. We should desire to fulfill our ministry, no 

matter what it may encompass.  

 

 

D. Being related to the churches 

— Colossians 4:15-16 
 
1. Paul’s epistle was to the church in Colossae, yet he greeted 

the church in the house of Nymphas, which met as the church 

in Laodicea.  

2. Paul charged the saints in Colossae to also read the epistle 

from Laodicea.  
 

Finally, Paul asked the Colossians to pray for him, and to 

fellowship with the other churches. We should not allow 

ourselves to become isolated. No local church should be by 

itself. Laodicea and Colossae were very close to each other. the 

churches need to be in fellowship with one another, particularly 

with the churches that are near by. 
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